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WELCOME BACK!
Welcome back to what is shaping up to be another fantastic school year! Students are excited, teachers are
excited and the school is thrilled to be back for another season of growing and learning.

To those who have registered already, thank you so much! If you haven’t registered yet, please see or phone
the office. We are open Monday-Thursday, 8:30am—5:00pm, closed for lunch from 1:00-1:30. The office is
closed on Fridays.

We are pleased to offer payment options again this year, including monthly payment options: 
Option 1: Pay invoice in two installments 
Option 2: Pay invoice in four installments 
Option 3: Pay invoice in monthly installments 
For options 2 or 3, we will need postdated cheques or a credit card number that we can pull from. Please let
the office know which option would work the best for you. 

The best part of being at the Music School on a regular basis is seeing the progress students make every
week. During the fall season when the windows are open, the sounds of music and learning flow out of the
school and wrap around you like a warm sweater. We want to thank you, for sharing your time with us and
being a part of our music community. 

For all of the latest Music School information, check out our website blog or follow us on Facebook and Instagram.



CONGRATULATIONS, IMANT!
On Wednesday, September 4th, VCMS Violin
instructor and composer was recognized at
the Order of British Columbia Investiture
Ceremony.

Imant has significantly enriched the cultural life
of every B.C. community he has been part of,
earning the highest civilian honors from both
his native Latvia and his adopted country,
Canada, for his lasting contributions as a
classical composer, conductor, teacher, and
mentor.

Imant’s influence extends beyond his musical
achievements; he has inspired countless young
musicians as a violin teacher at the Vernon
Community Music School since 1977 and served
as a mentor for Okanagan Young Composers.
His awards include the Order of Canada, the
Order of the Three Stars from Latvia, the
Latvian Grand Music Award, and multiple
honors from the B.C. Arts Council and the
Canadian National Choral Awards.

Congratulations on your Order of BC award,
Imant! We are so honoured to have you as part
of the Music School faculty.
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SPOTS AVAILABLE! SPOTS AVAILABLE!



MARK YOUR CALENDARS

The North Okanagan Community Concert Association (NOCCA) is proud to present Trio Tangere, happening
Wednesday, October 16th at 7:00pm. Trio Tangere is an exciting ensemble with the striking edge of a seven string
and a classical guitar combined with the melodic sounds of the violin.

The Trio continues to bring a variety of musical styles to the stage, mixing classical with contemporary world works. An
audience favourite, Trio Tangere has performed at Canadian music festivals and concert series.

This ensemble performs an exciting repertoire from the select body of works already in existence for this instrument
grouping, as well new commissions and transcriptions. They have commissioned and debuted work from contemporary
Canadian composers such as Matthias Maute, Richard Mascall and Christine Donkin.

Tickets available through www.ticketseller.ca or by phoning 250-549-SHOW (7469).

CHANCE TO SUPPORT OUR YOUTH

You don't want to miss this concert! Come support
Vernon Community Music School's Anya Massa, violin
student of Ardeth Erikson, perform as the youth opener
for the upcoming NOCCA - North Okanagan Community
Concert Association concert!

Wednesday, October 16th, 7:00pm at the Vernon &
District Performing Arts Centre Society.

Tickets can be purchased at ticketseller.ca or by calling
250-549-SHOW. We can't wait to see you there!

Tickets available through www.ticketseller.ca or by
phoning 250-549-SHOW (7469).

https://www.facebook.com/vernoncommunitymusicschool?__cft__[0]=AZXvS53GLvG3zMqOOlO258BR8Jdy5WMYTzk7HBEyCDlGB19zW_RiGYBgugX_BwoohOjzFKRzrrIFZ0rUDazp3QIaxpEeZavXBluj54TXg0VDB_PldRN9pglnYv9VssE7HXv-gkaLNXLHS-FXH_Mi35ms42G7KCsOdMFZTBAYqwZeIQ&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/NOCCAVernon?__cft__[0]=AZXvS53GLvG3zMqOOlO258BR8Jdy5WMYTzk7HBEyCDlGB19zW_RiGYBgugX_BwoohOjzFKRzrrIFZ0rUDazp3QIaxpEeZavXBluj54TXg0VDB_PldRN9pglnYv9VssE7HXv-gkaLNXLHS-FXH_Mi35ms42G7KCsOdMFZTBAYqwZeIQ&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/NOCCAVernon?__cft__[0]=AZXvS53GLvG3zMqOOlO258BR8Jdy5WMYTzk7HBEyCDlGB19zW_RiGYBgugX_BwoohOjzFKRzrrIFZ0rUDazp3QIaxpEeZavXBluj54TXg0VDB_PldRN9pglnYv9VssE7HXv-gkaLNXLHS-FXH_Mi35ms42G7KCsOdMFZTBAYqwZeIQ&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/vdpac?__cft__[0]=AZXvS53GLvG3zMqOOlO258BR8Jdy5WMYTzk7HBEyCDlGB19zW_RiGYBgugX_BwoohOjzFKRzrrIFZ0rUDazp3QIaxpEeZavXBluj54TXg0VDB_PldRN9pglnYv9VssE7HXv-gkaLNXLHS-FXH_Mi35ms42G7KCsOdMFZTBAYqwZeIQ&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/vdpac?__cft__[0]=AZXvS53GLvG3zMqOOlO258BR8Jdy5WMYTzk7HBEyCDlGB19zW_RiGYBgugX_BwoohOjzFKRzrrIFZ0rUDazp3QIaxpEeZavXBluj54TXg0VDB_PldRN9pglnYv9VssE7HXv-gkaLNXLHS-FXH_Mi35ms42G7KCsOdMFZTBAYqwZeIQ&__tn__=-]K-R
http://ticketseller.ca/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1JM3xVHF9rfjbxSFhGvl96lbI_rHwvblDJns1ajUZJ-mGwavfZmnkAXQE_aem_InApMbKviQjOMsZkpKX2JQ


MARK YOUR CALENDARS

The Okanagan Symphony Orchestra is
proud to present Holst & Mozart,
happening Sunday, October 20th at
2:00pm. The stars align as OSO launches
their season with a Big Bang! From Holst’s
The Planets, to Mozart’s heavenly Piano
Concerto No. 21 performed by the
uncommonly expressive David Fung, to
Andrew Balfour’s North Star, this is a
celestial program that’s out of this world.

Tickets available through
www.ticketseller.ca or by phoning 250-
549-SHOW (7469).

IN LOVING MEMORY
We would like to take this opportunity to remember one of our dedicated
volunteers, here at the Music School. Sue Connolly was on the Board of Directors
for the last three years, which was such a gift to the school. Her passion for our
heritage buildings was very much appreciated, as was her invaluable expertise with
grant writing. Sue was a catalyst in a couple of grant awards that we received for
the Smith House, most notably the Conservation Plan that the school now has as a
road map for future restoration work. She was also instrumental in the application
process for the Heritage Legacy Grant through Heritage BC and the Heritage
Conservation Stream, which helped us replace the gable ends. 

Not only did Sue immerse herself with volunteer work at the school, she was also a
weekly flute student with Margaret Burton. She adored her flute lessons, as well as
practicing with other flautists in the Flute Choir.

Every once in a while we meet a person who exudes their zest for life. Although we
would have loved to have Sue with us for much longer than she was, we are
grateful for the short few years she was with the Music School. If you knew Sue, you
would agree that her spirit was truly remarkable, and that she was a profound
teacher of endurance and strength.

Rest in peace, Sue. You will be missed. Thank you, for everything.



PRESERVING OUR SPACE
You know that old adage "it takes a village to raise a child"? We feel the same way about our beloved Music School.
You may have noticed this summer that our historic Smith House underwent a bit of a facelift. We were having
tremendous issues with woodpeckers creating holes, and then smaller bird and squirrels nesting in those holes. Thanks
to the wonderful support from BC Arts Council, Heritage BC, and the Galbraith Family Foundation, we have been
able to replace the cedar wood shakes on the gable end with cement-fibre board shakes. 

One of our priorities for the heritage buildings at our school is conservation. We need to ensure we continue to
provide a safe, healthy and comfortable environment for all of our faculty, students and their families for more
generations to come.

Working within a building that is close to 120 years old means that the list of things that need attention never really
ends - but we are so grateful for these organizations and foundations that continue to support us and see the value
of the arts and culture in our community. Thank you, from the bottom of our hearts.

*The BC Arts Council grant was for Arts Infrastructure, which enables eligible organizations to develop and enhance
spaces that support the work of B.C.’s arts and cultural practitioners.
*The Heritage BC grant was provided through the Heritage Legacy Fund with the Heritage Conservation Program for
the preservation, rehabilitation, and restoration of heritage resources.

https://www.facebook.com/BritishColumbiaArtsCouncil?__cft__[0]=AZVYuudu-z7gSy7_3QMqB5858VhMacwPLTXhJdyj_PE_cMjpn2hutGlL_J1x0Q3AuLtZ1GVwptrCd8II2AfaKNUP8CnWWTzQi-Sh5f1Vo4qUVkK5eXv9dLfOdWKuLqunI_Kpb_owZtehTobGsFuxJrry5ORjINPGsUlw6Sh8Iabdc4V27jRVEvKTgKIisjsDPMoJproczBklYqwTmu8459k4E28PeuLecCK_bsJNR3oGYg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/heritagebcanada?__cft__[0]=AZVYuudu-z7gSy7_3QMqB5858VhMacwPLTXhJdyj_PE_cMjpn2hutGlL_J1x0Q3AuLtZ1GVwptrCd8II2AfaKNUP8CnWWTzQi-Sh5f1Vo4qUVkK5eXv9dLfOdWKuLqunI_Kpb_owZtehTobGsFuxJrry5ORjINPGsUlw6Sh8Iabdc4V27jRVEvKTgKIisjsDPMoJproczBklYqwTmu8459k4E28PeuLecCK_bsJNR3oGYg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/BritishColumbiaArtsCouncil?__cft__[0]=AZVYuudu-z7gSy7_3QMqB5858VhMacwPLTXhJdyj_PE_cMjpn2hutGlL_J1x0Q3AuLtZ1GVwptrCd8II2AfaKNUP8CnWWTzQi-Sh5f1Vo4qUVkK5eXv9dLfOdWKuLqunI_Kpb_owZtehTobGsFuxJrry5ORjINPGsUlw6Sh8Iabdc4V27jRVEvKTgKIisjsDPMoJproczBklYqwTmu8459k4E28PeuLecCK_bsJNR3oGYg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/heritagebcanada?__cft__[0]=AZVYuudu-z7gSy7_3QMqB5858VhMacwPLTXhJdyj_PE_cMjpn2hutGlL_J1x0Q3AuLtZ1GVwptrCd8II2AfaKNUP8CnWWTzQi-Sh5f1Vo4qUVkK5eXv9dLfOdWKuLqunI_Kpb_owZtehTobGsFuxJrry5ORjINPGsUlw6Sh8Iabdc4V27jRVEvKTgKIisjsDPMoJproczBklYqwTmu8459k4E28PeuLecCK_bsJNR3oGYg&__tn__=-]K-R


Workshop Collaboration
At the end of September, some of our advanced violin students
participated in a violin technique workshop with Susan Schaffer,
assistant concert master with the Okanagan Symphony
Orchestra. 

The workshop provided an opportunity to refresh students and
teachers alike with reminders of the basics, in addition to the
finesse required for advanced skills. This provides a well
balanced approach to competence, and eventually excellence.

When our students attend workshops or camps, faculty
endeavour to follow up to cultivate and encourage new habits.

Thank you to Susan and OSO’s Maja Pannes for arranging and
delivering such an inspiring technique workshop!

Natures Fare Receipts
Are you wondering what to do with all of your
Natures Fare receipts you've collected over the
summer? Bring them by the Music School! As part of
the 3% Club, 3% of the total money calculated on
the receipts comes back to the Music School, and in
turn goes into our programs. It's a win-win situation,
thank-you so much to everyone who has brought
their receipts in! 

Since 2019, we have raised $9,462.39 to go
towards programs throughout the school. Wahoo! 

Happy Birthday Carole!

One of our faculty members, our beloved Carole Ruth, celebrates a
huge milestone of a birthday this year. The faculty was able to
recognize her with a wonderful potluck and surprise birthday cake.

Carole started at the Music School in 1976, making her one of the
originals! On the first day of registration during that year, the school
had 92 students. This number increased to 179 students throughout the
course of the year. As of right now, we operate with 557 students!
Carole received her Bachelor of Arts, Languages from the University of
Wisconsin. She studied violin beginning at age 12 and played with high
school and university orchestras. Carole played with the Okanagan
Symphony Orchestra for 27 years. 

Carole has been known to dye her own wool and create beautiful
pieces on her weaving loom. Her knitted sweaters and socks are
gorgeous. She has been a member of the Sanssouci Quartet,
performing for audiences to help raise money for a VCMS scholarship.
Now she enjoys participating in the newly created North Okanagan
Valley Orchestra. 

Happy birthday, Carole! Thank you so much for everything you have
done and continue to do for the school.



WALL OF FAME
Congratulations to the following students of Karen
Rempel participating in Junior Piano in the Shuswap
Music Festival April, 2024.

Amelia Derochie - Level 2 - Outstanding Junior
Award
Emma Visscher - Level 2
Julianne Derochie - Level 5 - Level 5 Award
Max Henschel - Level 8 - Outstanding Senior
Award and Provincial Recommendation
Intermediate Piano
Julianne Derochie, Amelia Derochie and Nora
McCoubrey - Trio Level 5 - Level 5 Ensemble
Award

Congratulations to the following students of Karen
Rempel participating in the Vernon Registered Music
Teacher’s Festival May, 2024.

Emmett McCoubrey - Non Competitive 9-12 yrs -
Honorable Mention
Sayer Minifie - Non Competitive 9-12 yrs -
Honorable Mention

Amelia Derochie - Level 2 Piano Vernon RMT
Award (Tie)
Emma Visscher - Level 2 Piano Vernon RMT
Award (Tie)

Liam McBride - Level 3 Piano Vernon RMT Award
Nora McCoubrey - Level 4 Piano Vernon RMT
Award
Eliyah Jones - Level 7 Piano Vernon RMT Award
Hadley Lanaway - Level 9 Piano Vernon RMT
Award
Max Henschel - N. Sharma Award (Honorable
Mention) Intermediate Boy
Emma Visscher and Xenia Ruechel - Junior Piano
Duet Ensemble Award
Julianne Derochie, Amelia Derochie and Nora
McCoubrey - Intermediate Piano Trio Ensemble
Award
Julianne Derochie, Amelia Derochie and Nora
McCoubrey - Top Ensemble Overall Award

Thank you so much to everyone for representing the
Music School and performing so beautifully! We are
so grateful for all of your hard work and dedication! 

Elijah Jones Emmett McCoubrey

Sayer Minifie Liam McBride

Nora McCoubrey, Amelia
Derochie and Julianne
Derochie

Emma Visscher and Xenia
Ruechel

Hadley Lanaway, Max Henschel and Karen Rempel



WALL OF FAME
Congratulations to the following students of Karen Rempel who successfully completed Royal Conservatory of
Music examinations in 2023/2024:

Hadley Lanaway - Level 9 Piano - First Class Honours - Vernon RMT Award
Amy Milne - Level 7 Piano - First Class Honours - Vernon RMT Award
Julianne Derochie - Level 5 Piano - First Class Honours - Vernon RMT Award
Nora McCoubrey - Level 4 Piano - First Class Honours with Distinction - Vernon RMT Award
Liam McBride - Level 3 Piano - First Class Honours with Distinction - Vernon RMT Award
Emma Visscher - Level 2 Piano - First Class Honours with Distinction - Vernon RMT Award
Amelia Derochie - Level 2 Piano - First Class Honours with Distinction

Hadley Lanaway - Level 8 Theory - First Class Honours with Distinction
Max Henschel - Level 6 Theory - First Class Honours with Distinction - Vernon RMT Award
Josee Leclerc - Level 5 Theory - First Class Honours with Distinction

Congratulations to all of you for working so hard on your RCM programming and completing another level!

WALL OF FAME
Congratulations to the following students of
Geoff Barker who successfully completed Royal
Conservatory of Music examinations in
2023/2024:

Alex Thiessen - ARCT Analysis
Kim Clarke - Level 10 Harmony
Anya Massa - Level 8 Theory
Sefton Ansdell - Level 2 Piano with Honours
Zeke Martyn - Level 1 Piano with Honours

Thank you everyone, for being so focused and
dedicated to your studies! Preparing for and
successfully completing an RCM exam builds self-
confidence and helps students develop a sense of
pride. Well done, everyone!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Calling all flautists! Mark your calendars for the
upcoming flute masterclass with Dr. Suzanne
Snizek, happening Sunday, November 3 in
Kamloops. Dr. Snizek is an award winning flutist
and Associate 
Professor at the 
University of Vic-
toria. For more 
information, 
reach out to 
Margaret Burton.
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