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WELCOME BACK!
Welcome back to what is shaping up to be another fantastic school year! Students are excited, teachers are
excited and the school is thrilled to be back for another season of growing and learning.
To those who have registered already, thank you so much! If you haven’t registered yet, please see or phone
the office. We are open Monday-Thursday, 8:30am—5:00pm, closed for lunch from 1:00-1:30. The office is
closed on Fridays.
We are pleased to offer payment options again this year, including monthly payment options: 
Option 1: Pay invoice in two installments 
Option 2: Pay invoice in four installments 
Option 3: Pay invoice in monthly installments 
For options 2 or 3, we will need postdated cheques or a credit card number that we can pull from. Please let
the office know which option would work the best for you. 
The best part of being at the Music School on a regular basis is seeing the progress students make every
week. During the fall season when the windows are open, the sounds of music and learning flow out of the
school and wrap around you like a warm sweater. We want to thank you, for sharing your time with us and
being a part of our music community. 
For all of the latest Music School information, check out our website blog or follow us on Facebook and
Instagram.



MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Join us Tuesday, October 21 , 7:00pm at the
Vernon & District Performing Arts Centre, for
a magical evening with concert pianist, David
Fung.  David’s reputation as a piano virtuoso
has taken him from his native Australia to
perform with symphonies and individual
artists throughout the world. Mr. Fung is a
curator at the Chan Center for the
Performing Arts in Vancouver and serves on
the faculties of the Manhattan School of
Music and the University of British Columbia.
Tickets are available at ticketseller.ca.
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NATURES FARE UPDATE
Are you wondering what to do with all of your
Natures Fare receipts you've collected over the
summer? Bring them by the Music School! As
part of the 3% Club, 3% of the total money
calculated on the receipts comes back to the
Music School, and in turn goes into our
programs. It's a win-win situation, thank-you so
much to everyone who has brought their
receipts in! 
Since 2019, we have raised $11,703.25 to go
towards programs throughout the school.
Wahoo!



OKANAGAN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA PROUDLY
PRESENTS....

Anna and Wolfgang. Two master composers separated by
200 years, and a performance bursting with musical
contrasts. Maria Fuller makes her OSO conducting debut in
works by Mozart and Anna Clyne, one of the most in-demand
living composers. Our own Martin Krátký is soloist in the
soulfully melodic concerto DANCE; we conclude with Mozart’s
most famous symphony.
Maria Fuller: one of the most exciting up-and-coming
Canadian conductors working around the world.
One of the most important and popular contemporary
composers; programmed all over the world. Well loved by the
whole spectrum of symphony audiences.

Mark your calendar for Sunday, October 19 , 2pm at the
Vernon & District Performing Arts Centre. Tickets are
available at ticketseller.ca or by phoning 250-549-SHOW.
See you there!
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NEW CLASS OPPORTUNITY
Mature and inquisitive students
are welcomed to attend our
"Philosophy/Performance Class"
for ages 13 and up with a $15
drop-in fee. The next class will be
on Friday, November 7th in the
Loft from 6-7pm. This is a healthy
group discussion on performance
tips, how to handle
stress/anxiety, interesting music
science, philosophy and mind-
broadening topics like cymatics
and electromagnetism. Ideas for
discussion topics from students
are welcomed as well. Philosophy
class will be run by faculty
member, Stephany Chappell.
Come sit on the floor and talk
about cool stuff!
For more information, email
Stephany at
stephanychappell3@gmail.com



COME TOUR WITH US!

Sunday, November 2 at 1:00pm, join us for the
Music School Tea and Tour. Enjoy a fabulous tea
party, desserts, live music, and a tour through
both the Smith House and the Carriage House. 

Did you know the Smith House build started in
1905 and finished in 1908? The Smith House is
valued for its association with several owners
and their contributions to the social and cultural
life of Vernon. Mr. Samuel C. Smith (1849-1933)
was a prominent businessman and civic leader in
the 1890s and early 1900s. Smith’s sash and door
factory, which operated from the mid 1890s until
Smith’s death in 1933, was the town’s largest
employer and the source of most of the local
building material. In 1894, it manufactured 17,000
doors. Smith had sawmills in Enderby and
Naramata and a lumberyard in Penticton. 

- historicplaces.ca

Tickets are $25 - space is limited, and we will
sell out quickly! To purchase yours, contact
Heather in the office. This is going to be so much
fun!

FLAUTISTS - MARK YOUR CALENDARS

On Sunday, February 22nd from 9:30 until 3:30pm, there will be a flute
masterclass given by Dr. Suzanne Snizek, flute professor at the University
of Victoria. 

Dr. Snizek is an awardwinning flutist and has performed extensively
throughout North America, Europe and Asia. She specializes in
“suppressed music” during WWII, including music banned by the Nazi and
Soviet regimes and music from wartime internment camps. Dr. Snizek
will be workshopping pieces with local flute students.

The cost is $30 to audit and $60 to perform. Lunch is included. If you are
interested or are looking for more information about the masterclass,
contact Margaret at mdburton@shaw.ca.



START YOUR YEAR OFF RIGHT WITH THESE 5 SUCCESSFUL HABITS
Whether you are new to music or you’ve been studying for a lifetime, it is never too late to implement these 5
studying habits to help ensure you set yourself up for a successful and encouraging year - no matter what
instrument you are learning! Most importantly, your instructor is there to guide you during your learning
process, so you’ve got an expert on your side! Using them as a resource to ask questions and gain
clarifications on what you’re practicing at home can be instrumental in how you are able to gage your
success.

1) Manage your time: we know the days and the hours can fly by. Select a time of day to practice, and
make sure it is consistent. The amount of time you practice will vary depending on the level of music you
are at, but ensuring you have set aside time each day for your practice will make it easier to develop a
routine - and you will see results you can be proud of!
2) Playing with purpose: practicing your pieces means more than just getting through them to get to
the end. It’s important to practice with a goal in mind because setting clear objectives will help you stay
motivated and on track. Setting goals also helps to measure your progress. Instead of mindless repetition
set a direction for each session.
3) Track your progress: tracking progress is essential to staying motivated and seeing results. Whether
you keep track in an agenda book, a calendar, or on a sticker chart, keeping track can be super fun! In
January we will start our 100 Days of Practice Challenge which comes with a chart where you can keep
track of the days you practice. Have you tried starting a practice journal? By writing down what went
well, what didn’t, and any breakthroughs you had, you can watch your progress grow!
4) Celebrate your victories: making time to celebrate your practice wins, big or small, is so fun and can
be a great motivator. Whether you treat yourself to a celebratory snack or an experience, celebrating
your achievements is a great way to stay engaged.
5) Create a comfortable practice space: this is to help you feel like you want to be in this space,
whether it’s because you don’t have to share it with anyone else or because you feel inspired and
invigorated by it. By creating a space that is calm with minimal distractions will help you to stay focused
with your practice. For students who need a music stand, having it at the right height is essential for
good technique and posture and avoids injuries and pain in the future. For students using a piano stool
or bench, ensuring it is the right height will help your posture and reduce any discomfort that will come
from practicing.

This is sure to be a truly wonderful year of music, so have fun with it! Stay engaged and remember to
practice. You will surprise yourself at your accomplishments, and you will have lots of material to discuss with
your teacher. We are all here to support you in your journey, so let’s make this the best adventure yet!



Wall of Fame

Congratulations to Jasper Mirsky-Silver, student of Kim Clarke, for earning First Class Honours on his
Level 2 RCM piano exam in June. Way to go, Jasper!

Congratulations to Hailey Munro, student of Daisy Penner, for earning First Class Honours on her Prep B
practical piano exam in June. Way to go, Hailey!

Congratulations to Ralph Rasquinha, student of Jennifer Fawcett, for earning Honours on his Level 8
RCM piano exams in June. Way to go, Ralph! Also, congratulations to Anderson and Chloe Bicknell on

completing their capstone projects in high school with their Level 6 RCM knowledge. Capstone projects
bring together everything a student has learned throughout a program, applying theoretical knowledge

to practical challenges. The project provides a realistic experience, similar to a job, helping students
hone their professional knowledge and skills and build their portfolios. 

Congratulations to Holly Lishman and VCMS alumni Mayah Fawcett for performing and recording
original compositions with the Centre for Arts and Technology - Okanagan. Their music is available on

spotify, go check it out!

Spots Still Available!

Group Theory Classes with Mr. Geoff

Complete RCM Theory Level 1-4

Fast forward your child’s theory
knowledge, and work towards completing
RCM prerequisites in a fun and engaging

environment!

LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE

To register: 250-545-4977
For more info:

geoffreybarker@hotmail.com

*maximum 6 kids per class
*classes run November 6 - March 12, 2026

*Thursdays, 5:45-6:15pm

Spots Still Available!



Wall of Fame

Bravo to the following students of Karen Rempel
who successfully completed Royal Conservatory
examinations in 2024/2025:

Max Henschel, Level 8 Piano - First Class Honours
Julianne Derochie, Level 6 Piano - First Class
Honours- Vernon RMT Award
Nora McCoubrey, Level 6 Piano - First Class
Honours 
Emma Visscher, Level 4 Piano - First Class Honours
- Vernon RMT Award
Amelia Derochie, Level 3 Piano - First Class
Honours with Distinction - Vernon RMT Award

Max Henschel, Level 7 Theory - First Class Honours
with Distinction - Vernon RMT Award
Julianne Derochie, Level 6 Theory - First Class
Honours with Distinction - Vernon RMT Award (tie)
Nora McCoubrey, Level 6 Theory - First Class
Honours with Distinction - Vernon RMT Award (tie)
Josee Leclerc, Level 6 Theory - First Class Honours
Julianne Derochie, Level 5 Theory - First Class
Honours with Distinction - Vernon RMT Award
Nora McCoubrey, Level 5 Theory - First Class
Honours with Distinction
Eliyah Jones, Level 5 Theory - First Class Honours

Congratulations to the following students of Karen
Rempel participating in Junior, Intermediate and
Senior Piano in the Shuswap Music Festival in April,
2025:

Emma Visscher, Level 4 Piano - Outstanding
Junior Piano Award
Nora McCoubrey, Level 6 Piano - Level 6 Piano
Award
Hadley Lanaway, Level 10 Piano - Outstanding
Senior Piano Award

Amelia Derochie Julianne Derochie

Karen and Max Henschel

Studio Mates
Carole Ruth and Karen Rempel have been studio mates in the Carriage House since it was renovated in 2000. For
over twenty years their studios have been across the hall from each other. Over that time the two faculty members
have developed the strongest of bonds, both in friendship and support as they listen to each other from across the
hall. One of the beautiful parts of loving what you do everyday, is that it no longer feels like work - these two put their
hearts and souls into educating their students, and they are so grateful to rely on each other. Thank you both for
being such an integral part of the Music School, we truly appreciate everything you have done and continue to do for
this organization.
 

Nora McCoubrey

Emma Visscher and Karen Karen and Carole
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FUN PERFORMING ARTS DAY CAMP

Sign up for this super fun and inspiring performing
arts day camp, with Rachel Wyatt! On Saturday,
November 22 , join Rachel as she guides kids aged
6 - 10 to activate their imaginations, build body
awareness and gain personal self confidence
through acting, singing, dancing and storytelling. 
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This camp will fill up quickly, so to register or for more
information, contact Rachel at 778-212-9642 or
rachelwyatt100@hotmail.com. Come join us!


