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Winter Carnival Parade Success

On Saturday, February 3, the Music School participated in the 63rd Annual
Winter Carnival Parade. The theme this year was “Games”, and we entered a
float, tfransforming ourselves into characters of Monopoly. Complete with the
Luxury Tax card and the Electric Company, Reading Railroad, Go to Jail, Water
Works and Free Parking cards, we rolled the dice and took a walk down the _
main street as hundreds of onlookers watched and cheered from the sidelines. . ; .

What a fantastic event to bring our community together! Congratulations and 635 g% !
well done to all of the organizations who took the time to put an entry PR :

together, the hard work paid off and the result were endless rows of smiling i ¢
faces and giant waves. Thank you to our faculty and their families for joining in pA@ D E

with enthusiasm and for looking so great in their costumes! We feel so fortunate

to be a part of such an encouraging and supportive community. Enthusiasm is
contagious, as were those beautiful smiles! See you all next year!
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Introducing Anne Tierney, piano student of Maddy Fehr

“Is it ever too late to start playing music?”

This is a question many of us have heard from others, maybe even
asked ourselves. Sometimes learning to play an instrument can feel
hopeless, when there will always be a five-year old prodigy
somewhere in the world, playing better. But music isn't a competition,
nor is it something that's ever too late to start learning.

Meet Anne Tierney, piano student of Maddy Fehr. Born in Ireland, lived
in Toronto, Edmonton, Saudi Arabia, Calgary, and finally Vernon, Anne
has had several journeys in the past. One of the most inspiring - her
path with music. Listen to her story as she shares her experience with
music and taking lessons on an instrument she loves.

What was your inspiration for starting the piano as an adult?
A long-time love of classical music was one contributing factor.
Another was listening to my husband play the violin. He's currently at

level 8, taking it up after a fifty year break. His lovely playing was an

inspiration for me. However, | figured string instruments are complicated to pick up, so | went with the piano.

How long have you been playing?

Since November 2021 - slightly over 2 years. | played for a bit as a child but only really started making progress once
I've come back to it now. | decided to pick it up after retirement, so | called the Vernon Community Music School and
asked if anyone taught adults. Maddy was kind enough to take me on, and has been teaching me since.

Why do you enjoy playing the piano?

As someone with no musical background, | find it fascinating that anyone can press some keys and hear music. | like
hearing the music as | play it. Even if one makes mistakes, it's alright - what matters is truly enjoying what you're
doing.

How often do you practice?
| try to keep up a habit of daily practice to not lose momentum. Even if it’s just for 15 - 20 minutes, the consistency
matters more than the time played.

What pieces are you working on right now?
One of the pieces is Saorla Rising by Andrea Dow, from book two of Wunderkeys. She's a wonderful composer, and a
significant portion of her compositions have a Celtic sound to them which | quite like.

Do you have any tips on practicing?

Don't let your session last for more than an hour. If you get tired or frustrated, make a cup of tea or coffee, go outside
for a bit, then come back and try again. | like structure so | practice every day, at the same time in the morning. Find a
time that works for you and stick to it. And don't leave it for too long because then it'll feel more and more like a
daunting, impossible task every time you put practice aside. Tell yourself, “I'll just sit down for fifteen minutes.” Do that
every day until you've built the habit.

*continues on next page
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Adults are always very conscious of making mistakes or not being good enough. That fear might hinder someone

What advice do you have for adults wanting to start lessons?

from learning an instrument, especially the idea of performing. | personally have no intention of performing so | do it

for myself. If it's something you enjoy, then it doesn't matter what others might think of it or how you sound. It's also a
great exercise for the brain. So find someone who's patient and willing to take you on, and start learning.

We at the Vernon Community Music School, and others all around the world, are all connected by a love of music.
Come learn an instrument with us!

Thank you Anne for the interview, and for spreading your inspiration with others!
written by Alice Melikhanov
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Evy and Jenny Dazzle at the January NOCCA Concert
What a fantastic concert during the last week of January! The NOCCA - North Okanagan Community Concert
Association had their first concert of 2024 at the Vernon & District Performing Arts Centre Society on January 25th,
and our very own Evy Erikson was the youth opener. Accompanied by recent university graduate and former Music
School student Jenny Sunderland, Evy, 14, began studying violin at é years of age with Suzuki teacher Holly
Carpenter, in Walla Walla, Washington. Evy currently studies violin with Bev Martens, and piano with Stephany
Chappell at the Vernon Community Music School. From a family of é kids which include cellists, pianists, violinists a
violist and a classical guitar player, she combines a love for music, dramatic expression and attention to detail in her

\ playing. Evy has experience playing in chamber ensembles, fiddle groups and youth symphonies and has performed
at venues from college basketball halftime shows#o churches and recently at Andrew Allen’s All Hearts Come Home
holiday concert. Evy was the recipient of the Patti Brenner Memorial scholarship in 2022 and the Dr. Lora Fellenz and
Dr. Mathias Felenz scholarship in 2023 and competed at the 2023 BC Provincial Festival of the Arts in Penticton,
representing the Kelowna Kiwanis Festival in the Junior Strings division. Evy's other interests include reading, drawing,
baking and caring for her rabbits, Hutch and Chomper. Evy performed O. Rieding's Concertino in A minor and
Meditation from Thais, by Jules Massenet.

. Well done, ladies! Thank you so much for representing the Music School in such a positive and inspirational way. It

was such a terrific evening

Mark your calendars for the next NOCCA concert on April 23rd, where another Music School student will be the youth

opener.
.
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N.O.C.C.A. Presents Adam Cicchillitti & Steve Cowan

The North Okanagan Community Concert Association presents
guitarists Adam Cicchillitti and Steve Cowan, appearing on Tuesday,
April 23, 7:30pm at the Vernon and District Performing Arts Centre.

They have worked together enough that they have developed the SORH TASHCH COUMINTY CONCERT SSOOATN

necessary duo telepathy that allows them to gracefully and ROt Setn - 207, e
effortlessly pass musical ideas back and forth, sometimes completing
each other’s thoughts, it seems, other times answering with bold new
statements and ideas. The arrangements are universally brilliant; kudos
to both for developing fresh repertoire for the guitar. Their sonic
palette is broad and deep - the melodies are rich without being
overbearing, the harmonies sometimes unconventional and
unpredictable, the textures lush but still tasteful. Tickets available

through ticketseller.ca or by phoning 250-549-SHOW (7469).

O.S.0. Presents Bring on Beethoven

lan Parker | Piano

Beethoven | Piano Concerto No. 5, “Emporer”
Beethoven | Symphony No. 7

The Okanagan Symphony Orchestra presents Bring on Beethoven,
featuring pianist lan Parker, on Sunday, May 12th, 7:00pm at the
Vernon and District Performing Arts Centre. From the first flourishes of
the piano to the final cascade of notes, Beethoven's Emperor
Concerto never fails to astonish its listeners, especially in the hands of
the astonishing lan Parker. “One of my best works,” said Beethoven
about his 7th Symphony. The notes seem to fly off the page creating a
wildness that was unimagined before his day and rarely reached
since. Tickets available through ticketseller.ca or by phoning 250-549-
SHOW (7469).

' e i . Natures Fare Receipts - Thank you so much for
WE WANT g continuing to bring in your Natures Fare receipts. As
” YOUR RECEIPTS part of our ongoing fundraising efforts and being a

W e ol Tty | part of the 3% Club, 3% of the total money
Qrocery shopping! Its es easy s calculated on the receipts comes back to the Music
School, and in turn goes into our programs. It's a
win-win situation; and because of you, to this date
we have raised $8,792.05 to go towards programs
throughout the school. Wahoo! Keep bringing them
in and putting them in our donation box by the
office in the Smith House. Our school thanks youl!



Giant Pajama Party

At the end of January, all Suzuki violin book 1 students got together for a Happy Pajama Party! They were
joined by teachers Ardeth, Libby, Bev and Natalie as they played through a 15 minute non stop medley of

songs from Suzuki book 1. Afterwards everyone celebrated with snacks and hot chocolate. Well done Book 1

Students!
_—

VERNON COMMUNITY MUSIC SCHOOL

PIAN(O
FESTIVAL

IN THE CARRIAGE HOUSE LOFT

Available for all piano students,
register through your piano teacher.

Family Jamboree

The 2024 Winter session of Saturday morning
Family Jamboree concluded on February 10.
Parents together with their children ages 0-7
played, sang and danced together during this
class. The focus for the Winter Jamboree session
was Melody/Rhythm. Students loved the
instrument exploration especially the rainbow
chime bars and djembes. The parachute was the
most loved movement prop. This Family Jamboree
class will run again as a weeklong mini camp in
July and August. Contact Natalie for more
information kobernatalieegmail.com
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ardetheriksonegmail.com, or
call the office at 250-545-
4977. Happy playing!

February, Formal
' Ardeth Erikson's Suzuki violin
studio had their "February,
formal” recital last week where
everyone played their most
recent, polished piece,
including a few little duets.
Here they are all showing love

a

to their violins with giant hugs!

I The next studio recital will be
March 14 in the loft at 6pm,
with a St. Patrick’s theme of
fiddle songs and more!

8@ Well done, to all of our little
stringed musicians! This year is
"Q flying by with all of the great
information you are learning.



Music Explorers Continue Their Journey

Music Explorer classes have been exploring many instruments in the Strings Family since the New Year.
Students are able to name many different types of strings instruments because they have been interacting with them. The

first string instrument was an autoharp. After that students began by learning different strumming patterns on the ukulele

while playing open string songs. We also had special guests that played the cello, the violin and the guitar in our classes.
Last week after a visit from a student musician, students also had the chance to play a cello. This past week students had
a lesson on the violin including how to hold itfvand play the open strings with a bow.
Well done everyone, on your continued musical journey! Your dedication to learning is outstanding!
L r il AR
Wall of Fame
\ Congratulations o the fellowing students for theirrecent achievements in the RCM
exams!
* Brody Martyn, piano student of Geoff Barker, for passing his level 3 exam
» Stephen Aulin, theory student of Geoff Barker, for completing his level 9 harmony
* Zoey Jacobi, piano student of Daisy Penner, on getting first class honors on her
level 1 piano exam that she took in January

Way to go, everyone! Setting goals and achieving them throughout the year takes
dedication, determination and focus, and all of us at the Music School are so proud of
you and your musical accomplishments!



Using Games in Ukulele Lessons
In the ukulele studio we are always finding fun ways to
incorporate games into our lessons. This can be done when

looking at playing parts of a song correctly. Incorporating the task
into a game can help to make a strong musical connection.
Games that involve a race to the finish line and dice work well. To
make the game musical you can have a student play a more
challenging part of the music when rolling a larger number. The
student then can play the part of the music that you are working
on. For example any time a student rolls five or six the student will
play the challenging part of the music. The student gets the
excitement of rolling the larger number and mastering the part of
music each time the number or several numbers are rolled. As the
game progresses you can get more pickier on the delivery of the

selected part of the music. During this process the teacher can learn more about the student’s learning
characteristics. In the end it is a fun way to make learning accessible to students at all levels of ability.

Student Recitals in the Loft
A few times every year, the Music
School provides the opportunity for
students to practice performing
their pieces in front of an audience,
with student recitals that occur in
the loft. This month two of Daisy’s
piano students, Linden and Patty,
ukulele student Arden, and the Flute
' Trio with Donna, Trina and
Franziska, performed their pieces in
front of an audience. Thank you to
all of you for performing, it was a

wonderful evening listening to all
the different pieces!

4 Piano Group with Kim Clarke
Kim Clarke's piano studio had their group workshops
recently, in which the students performed their pieces in a
group of their cohorts and practiced performing in front of
an audience. A bit of a theme for this session was teacher-

student duets and music from movies. They will be meeting

again in May to do a performance workshop for the spring

[

recital. Way to go, everyonel



