
Winter Carnival Parade Success
What another fantastic Winter Carnival Parade that was organized in
our community this winter. Thank you so much to everyone who
contributed to some way to make this parade entry the best yet! Even
the cold weather couldn't smash our spirits, as we rock n' rolled right
down 27th St. The band "Kiss" joined us, we had shoulder pads,
mullets, blazers, boomboxes and more. This was such a fun community
building event, and we’re proud to be a part of it. Way to go,
everyone! See you all for next year's parade! 
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The Bergmann’s in Concert

The North Okanagan Community
Concert Association is proud to
present The Bergmann’s at the Vernon
& District Performing Arts Centre on
Sunday, March 30th for a matinee
presentation.

They are a piano duo who perform
Internationally, and play an eclectic
mix of classical and contemporary
pieces including their own original
compositions and arrangements.

Marcel comes from Germany and Elizabeth is from Canada. They could have been competitors, but, instead, chose to
complement each other’s talent. The Bergmann Piano Duo’s dynamic and energetic performances of uniquely eclectic
programs have inspired audiences for more than two decades. Their recitals and concerts with orchestra have taken
them to many parts of the world, including the United States, Italy, Germany, The Netherlands, Spain, Portugal, France,
Macedonia, Greece, China and Canada

Tickets can be purchased at ticketseller.ca or by phoning 250-549-SHOW.

SPRING BREAK PERFORMING ARTS CAMP 
THEATRE… MUSIC… DANCE…JOIN OUR FUN &
INSPIRING SPRING BREAK PERFORMING ARTS
CAMP!  
For: Ages 6 – 10 
Dates: March 24 – 28
Time: 9:00am – 11:30am, Monday – Friday
CREATE YOUR OWN COSTUME & CHARACTER…
SHARE YOUR VOICE!        
$174
Parents are invited to join us at 11am on Friday to
celebrate what we have created!  @ The Vernon
Community Music School, 1705 32 Ave. Vernon.
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR: Rachel Wyatt
TO REGISTER NOW CONTACT RACHEL@ 778-212-
9642 or rachelwyatt100@hotmail.com

REVIEWS FROM HAPPY PARENTS:  
“Rachel, it was just so lovely to watch the kids
yesterday! It was magical and fun, to see how
much they enjoyed it! And how much you enjoyed
it! Thank you so much, it made me laugh, and cry,
and want to dance and sing. I loved it!!!”   
“Thanks Rachel for another great camp. Our
daughter has never gotten this excited about
soccer, dance, even her voice recital. Thanks for
bringing out that spark of passion in her!!!” 



Sarah Hagen in Concert

The North Okanagan Community
Concert Association is proud to
present Sarah Hagen at the Vernon &
District Performing Arts Centre on
Sunday, May 4th for a matinee
presentation.

Sarah Hagen’s extensive touring has
taken her across Canada, to Sweden,
Denmark, France, Germany and Italy,
and twice to New York City’s
Carnegie Hall. Awarded as Artist of
the Year by both Ontario Contact 

(2017) and the BC Touring Council (2015), and mentioned by The Guardian (Charlottetown) as the Best Classical
Performance of 2014, her interpretations have been described as "outstandingly inventive" [University of Waterloo
Gazette], ”played flawlessly”.

A visionary and an idealist, Sarah's performances are conceptually innovative, involving photography, dance and
spoken word. She is Artistic Director for Pro'ject Sound, a performance project involving live piano with large-scale
projected images. Her collaboration “Exultation” with Canadian Slam Poetry Champion Brendan McLeod explored
Rachmaninoff’s complete Opus 32 Preludes through poetry and storytelling. Sarah's motivation is the belief that music
has the power to be a window into our souls regardless of age or knowledge.

Tickets can be purchased at ticketseller.ca or by phoning 250-549-SHOW.

Wall of Fame
Congratulations to the following theory students of Geoffrey Barker for completing and passing their Royal
Conservatory of Music exams this past Fall:

Stephen Aulin - Level 10 Harmony and Counterpoint 
Alex Thiessen - ARCT Harmony 
Kim Clarke - ARCT Written Advanced Pedagogy 

Thank you for your dedication and working so hard to further your studies and reach your goals!



Winter Family Jamboree

The 6 weeks session of Winter Family Jamboree flew by this
term! Families met Saturday mornings to sing songs, dance
and play musical instruments together. In Week 5 every
family shared music they enjoy listening to at home.
Children from each family led everyone in dances and
singing as everyone listened to music from all around the
world. Favourite instruments this session included djembes,
the bass xylophone and the rainbow bells. The most
favourite movement props were the hoop ribbons and the
parachute. 

Thank you so much to the Community Foundation of the
North Okanagan for the Smart and Caring Community
Grant that allowed us to expand our children’s
programming!

Family Jamboree will run again as a summer camp the
week of August 11-15th. For more information on this
contact the office or Natalie at kobernatalie@gmail.com. 

mailto:kobernatalie@gmail.com


NOCCA Youth Opener a Hit!

Congratulations to guitar student Jeremy Fehlauer, for his performance as the
youth opener for the NOCCA concert featuring the Remi Bolduc Jazz
Ensemble at the end of February. Jeremy has studied guitar under Ken Scott
for the past nine years and has recently taken up a position as a mentored
student guitar teacher at the Music School, under Ken's guidance. He has
composed a number of his own fingerstyle guitar pieces inspired by a range of
different composers such as Gustsvo Santoalla and cultures such as Italian
and Spanish. Jeremy also has an interest in composing orchestral music and
has composed pieces for North Okanagan Vernon Orchestra (NOVO).

At the concert, Jeremy performed his personal compositions including
Mitternacht, Girl In White, and Last Waning Flame. He has a tremendous stage
presence, and engages the audience with ease and comfort. Jeremy’s
performance fit in wonderfully with the theme of the afternoon, and had young
audience members entranced with his arrangement of notes and chords. Well
done, Jeremy! Thank you so much for representing the Music School so
beautifully, and thank you for sharing your ability with everyone at the concert!

Mark your calendar for the next NOCCA concert with VCMS student youth
opener Lene Erikson on Sunday, March 30!

We Want Your Receipts!

Thank you so much for continuing to bring in your Natures Fare
receipts! As part of our ongoing fundraising efforts and being
a part of the 3% Club, 3% of the total money calculated on the
receipts comes back to the Music School, and in turn goes into
our programs. It's a win-win situation; and because of you, to
this date we have raised $10,678.08 to go towards programs
throughout the school. Wahoo! Keep bringing them in and
putting them in our donation box by the office in the Smith
House. Our school thanks you!



Spring is Here!

As the weather continues to warm up, please remember to remove your outdoor shoes
before entering the studios. Outdoor shoes often have mud, sand or grass on the
bottom, and as stewards of these heritage facilities we must do all we can to protect
them. Also, a quick reminder that these are shared spaces, so please remember to
ensure spaces are tidy for the next student who comes in to these musical
environments. Thank you for your diligence and helping to ensure our spaces are
available and comfortable for everyone to use.

Wall of Fame
Congratulations to Autumn Sunderland and Lene Erikson, two outstanding violinists from the studios of  
Bev Martens and Libby Wyse, each receiving First Class Honours with Distinction in their recent Grade 10
RCM Exam. This level of achievement is highly exceptional! Excellent work, Autumn and Lene! The years of
dedication and commitment to your passion and education is truly formidable. Thank you for working so hard
to further your studies and reach your goals in music. We look forward to seeing where your journey takes
you, as you continue to move forward.

Flute Bursary
Flute students of Margaret Burton have rallied together to
collect donations for a bursary opportunity, in memory of
beloved flute student and Music School Board Member, Sue
Connolly who passed away in September. The bursary will go
toward a hard working, enthusiastic flute student and will be
presented at their year-end recital in May. If you knew Sue
and are interested in making a contribution to this new
bursary, please phone Heather in the office; she will collect
your donation and send you a tax receipt. 



Exploring Music this Season

Music explorers have been exploring melody, musical form as well as note reading. Students have also had the chance to
start trying instruments — the piano, ukulele, autoharp and cello. As we continue to work through instrument families in the
orchestra, trying a variety of instruments and visiting with students musicians, students will also continue to compose and
improvise using the rainbow chime bars. Keep up the good work explorers! 

The beginnings of note reading, becoming comfortable with
the grand staff through games and play.

Learning with an introduction to note reading on the piano
using a coloured note system and piano gloves.

Cello student Matthias demonstrating the proper cello bow
hold, while students practice their own cello bow holds.

An activity on musical form using the video “The Chef” from
Hungarian Dance No. 5.

Exploring the inside of the grand piano as piano student Mila
performs for the class.

Stella composing
her own songs using
the rainbow chime
bars and coloured
blocks.



What is a Mystery Jar?
Planning for our annual Country Fair is underway! Mark your calendars for Friday, June 6th. Whether you are
new to the school or you’ve been here for years, everyone is invited to bring a mystery jar for the Country
Fair. Any mason jars or recycled glass jars (ie. washed out big peanut butter jars, big salsa jars, big jam
jars) make GREAT mystery jars. Then you can fill them up with whatever will fit! Try using sidewalk chalk,
craft supplies, wrapped candies, stickers, temporary tattoos, felt markers, beaded jewelry, toy vehicles, or
anything else that will fit in the jar that kids will love. Then close up the jar and drop it off at the Music
School BEFORE June 6th. That’s it! The more jars that we have at Country Fair, the more kids will get to
enjoy picking one and discovering what is inside. Thank you so much for your help!

Okanagan Symphony Orchestra
Mark your calendars for the April 6th
OSO performance Mendelssohn &
Chopin! Pianist Janina Fialkowska brings
her refreshing natural approach to
Chopin’s Piano Concerto No. 1, as we
give a nod to Bridgerton with music by
Bologne and Mendelssohn.

Janina musical integrity, refreshing
natural approach and unique piano
sound have earned her the title of “one
of the Grandes Dames of piano playing”
by critics. Chopin’s Piano Concerto No.1
and Mendelssohn’s Symphony No.4 

(Italian) combine with music from ‘Bridgerton’ to create a fitting celebration of the arrival of spring. Below is the program:
JOSEPH BOLOGNE, CHEVALIER DE SAINT-GEORGES: Symphony No. 1, op.11, in G Major
CHOPIN: Piano Concerto No. 1, op.11 in E Minor
MUSIC FROM ‘BRIDGERTON’
MENDELSSOHN: Symphony No. 4, op.90 in A Major (Italian)
Tickets can be purchased at ticketseller.ca or by phoning 250-549-SHOW


