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Learning Music Together
This season we are diving into the benefits of learning and playing instruments together as a family. We are thrilled to be
noticing an upward trend of generations within families attending lessons to learn how to play at home together.
Whether it’s parents, grandparents or aunts and uncles taking music lessons, working together toward a common goal
can be a deeply satisfying and connecting experience. 

When older generations actively participate—whether by attending lessons, encouraging home practice, or learning
alongside their child—it sends a clear message: this is important, and I’m here with you. You create the time and space
required to work on a piece together because there is now an invested interest within all participants. 

Music lessons create natural opportunities for parents and children to explore new things together. Together you learn
about different composers, discover new genres, or even pick up a few music theory concepts yourself. This experience
becomes a foundation for deeper connections, more inside jokes, and a strong family culture centered on creativity and
growth.

With mother/daughter duo Tawny and Lyric, Tawny was inspired to see Lyric enjoying learning the piano and it
encouraged Tawny to want to pick it up again. “Getting to play the duet together at Christmas was really cool, we had
challenges learning the piece together along the way but that was okay - it was part of working together and sharing
ideas. I was so proud to get to perform with her! I just love her confidence in front of crowd and it encourages me to
manage my stage fright.” 

Dave, Kathy, Sadie and Ella
Dave and Kathy are the grandparents
of Sadie and Ella. All four of them take
piano lessons at the Music School, from
Geoff Barker.

Josie and Brad
Aaron Jamin‘s ukulele student Josie and
her dad are often found jamming
together at home. They like to explore
different sounds on their instruments and
are starting to compose their own pieces!  

Tawny and Lyric
This mother/daughter duo take lessons
from Daisy Penner, and are learning
how to play duets together. They
performed a piece at Daisy’s recent
Christmas recital.



(continued from previous page)

Lyric believes that one of the outcomes of learning to play an instrument with her mom is that they can help each other
with their practicing at home. Because Tawny has a bit more experience from taking lessons when she was growing up,
she can guide Lyric along. “Lyric is learning everything from the ground up, and she reminds me of music details that I’ve
maybe forgotten or missed along the way. We look forward to more duets!” 

Learning is a lifelong process. When we take an interest, ask questions, or even learn a few chords as caregivers and role
models, we show that it’s never too late to try something new. This creates a shared mindset of curiosity and growth -
and you may even create new family traditions together, like starting your own living room family jam sessions!
If you’re looking for a way to start taking lessons, feel free to chat with you family’s teacher. It’s never too late to start!

Jeff and Anaiah Chan
Anaiah is a student of Stephany Chappell. Her dad, Jeff, loves
that he can play music with his daughter and looks forward to
also being able to play with his son. “Playing music together
as a family is both a blessing and a privilege that we are so
grateful for. It is such a joy to share the love of music with my
children!”

Mila, Matthias and William Hayduk
Music is something that has been passed down more than 5
generations in the Kober-Hayduk house. Many family
celebrations involve music and everyone has always been
encouraged to play an instrument as well as sing. 

Mila started singing before she could talk and at age 5
started playing the piano. Matthias joined in the musical fun
with cello at age 4. William, not wanting to be left out, began
violin at age 3. All three children take weekly lessons at the
music school with teachers Bev Martens, Lauren Derksen, and
Morna Howie. This picture was taken at Christmas after all the
cousins and Opa were jamming together. 

Adele, Gustav, Thomas and Hannah Pretorius
Between four family members, Adele, Gustav, Thomas and
Hannah have taken lessons in piano, violin, viola, guitar, and
voice from teachers at the Vernon Community Music School.

“Sharing a love and understanding of music provides our
family with a way to communicate and connect deeply,
without having to find the right words.”

This month, Hannah is home for reading break from university.
She took cello lessons from Morna Howie for many years!



MARK YOUR CALENDARS - MARCH 8TH
Beloved by Okanagan audiences, pianist Ian Parker returns
—this time to the podium—to lead a program focused on
Felix Mendelssohn. Following last season’s performance of
his Italian Symphony, Parker conducts the Okanagan
Symphony Orchestra in Mendelssohn’s dramatic Scottish
Symphony. Pianist Roman Rabinovich, winner of the Arthur
Rubinstein Competition, takes us on a journey with
Mendelssohn’s Piano Concerto No. 1.  7:00pm at the Vernon
& District Performing Arts Centre.
Program
Beethoven: Egmont Overture
Mendelssohn: Piano Concerto No. 1 in G Minor
Mendelssohn: Symphony No. 3, Op. 56 in A minor “Scottish”
Tickets are available at ticketseller.ca or by phoning 250-
549-SHOW.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS - MARCH 14TH
Prepare to be “shocked”, or better yet, discover your
Canadian identity as defined by long-time humourists (like
over 30 years’ worth), The Arrogant Worms. Appearing live
on our stage, hear timeless favourites such as “History is Made
by Stupid People, I Am Cow, When Canada Rules the World, I
Am Not American, The Canadian Crisis Song, and who can
forget Let’s Go Bowling. March 14 , 7pm at the Vernon &
District Performing Arts Centre. Have you got your tickets yet?
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Tickets are available at ticketseller.ca or by phoning 250-549-
SHOW.

ELISE DOBERNIGG @ VPAC
Elise is the youth opener for the February 24  NOCCA
concert, featuring Tom Allen & Friends “J.S.Bach’s Long Walk in
the Snow. She is currently a grade 11 French immersion student
at Seaton Secondary School and has been playing guitar for
six years and piano for even longer. Music is a constant in her
life, from listening in her free time to writing her own songs.
Come support her at 7:00pm, at the Vernon & District
Performing Arts Centre. Tickets available at tickerseller.ca.
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Bryce and Hailey
Bryce and Hailey are both piano students of Daisy Penner.
They play the piano every morning together before school, as
a way to fit in a practice and to also spend time together.
One of their highlights is performing a duet together at this
year’s Christmas recital, which introduced Hailey to the
concept of performing with a partner and having to keep time
with them. They are both really enjoying these lessons, and
look forward to performing more duets together in the near
future!



Wall of Fame

Congratulations to students of Stephany Chappell’s piano
studio who all earned First Class Honours in their RCM exams
2025
Emily Liao Gr. 8 piano
Evy Erikson Gr. 8 theory
Leo Sohn Gr. 3 piano
Hayule Sohn Gr. 3 piano

2026
Yixin Chen Gr. 8 piano
Sophie Pommeroy-Guimond Gr. 4 piano

Congratulations to Hailey Munro, piano student of Daisy
Penner, for earning First Class Honours on her Level 1 piano
exam!

Country Fair 
Friday, June 5th

Country Fair 
Friday, June 5th

Congratulations to Titus and Chloe Aulin, theory students of
Geoff Barker, for completing their Level 6 theory exam, as
well as Yvonne Peters for completing her Level 8 theory
exam!

Thank you all, for working so hard and representing the Music
School so beautifully!

NOCCA Presents: Tom Allen

Tom Allen of CBC notoriety ushers in 2026 on
February 24 with his presentation of J.S. Bach’s Long
Walk in the Snow. Definitely unique, Tom tells a story
of Bach’s early years in Tom’s own inimitable way,
and he may be accompanied by a trio, or a quartet
of musicians, depending on how he feels. And he
may perform on the trombone as well to add a
different flavour to the master’s brew. Whatever your
musical taste(s), this will be Bach as you may have
never heard him.
Join us at 7pm, Vernon & DIstrict Performing Arts
Centre. Tickets at ticketseller.ca.



7  August, 1937th

Dear Friend,

I’ve been wanting to tell you about my newest adventure for quite some time. You won’t
believe what happened to me this time. I found myself at the bottom of the ocean- that’s
right, the ocean - after my beautiful wooden sail boat capsized shortly after take off. You
remember the one, it was made out of three different colours of wood, mostly scraps I found
from around my neighbour’s farm. It took me all summer to finish it, and despite the few
holes and rough edges, she was a beaut! I had named her “Knot Working” - maybe that was
the problem?  Anyway, I took it down to the ocean last week to catch a few crabs for my
dinner. I intended to stay right along the shoreline, but as I was out there with my snorkel
and goggles a giant wind pick up from out of nowhere. WHOSH! It hit my boat like a sack
of potatoes. I held on to the boom that I thought I remembered to tie down, and the boat
started to sway back and forth. Well, as the boat was swaying, the boom also moved! In my
excitement to search for crabs, I had forgotten to tie the boom down. WHACK! The boom
launched me clear off the boat! As you can imagine, I was caught completely off guard -
these kind of adventures just do not happen in Vernon, especially over on the East Hill. As a
result, I found myself face to face with a seven armed octopus! Can you believe it?

Anyway, I must go as more adventure awaits - please remember to take care of my house
while I’m gone. She’s old and creaky, but she means the world to me because I built her
from the ground up.

Take care of yourselves,
S.C. Smith



The Mozarts and Mendelssohns of our time are thoroughly enjoying this session of Musical Munchkins with Katie
Flaherty. Every week they are actively bouncing and shaking with their rhythm shaker eggs, learning new songs, and
dancing in their parents arms as they navigate sound and tempos. One of the themes in this session has been “Babies
love moving with you!”  This theme encourages parents and caregivers to dance or hold hands with your baby when
picking them up. Use dance props like scarves, ribbons, puppets or blankets. Move together as you listen to songs you
love (or that your older children love) or even songs you make up!  Families were asked to consider how the music we
hear impacts us - our thoughts, our mood, even our identities.  What music is the most precious and of value to you
and how would you like to share that with your family through your intentional music choices? 

Musical Munchkins fits into our current theme of Learning Music Together. It’s important to reiterate that music lessons
create natural opportunities for parents and children to explore new things together. Regardless of how old music
students are, it’s never too early or too late to share this connection with the people that you love. As these babies
continue to grow in a musical environment with their families, practice time at home can turn into mini jam sessions
or sing-a-longs - what a great opportunity to bring people together in a fun and engaging environment! 

Well done, Musical Munchkins! Keep up the great work; we are so excited to be a part of your musical journey!

Musical Munchkins 101

Scholarship Recital
Saturday, May 9th

Scholarship Recital
Saturday, May 9th

Save
the

DATE 



VCMS Guitar Corner
From the studio of Ken Scott

Hi everyone. It’s been a while since our last update, but there has been a lot of exciting activity in the guitar program
at VCMS over the past couple of years!

Performances in the Community
Our students continue to light up the Bean Scene in Vernon every 2–3 months. The January show was another big
success — we filled the upper floor for the third time! Four guitarists took the stage: Jacob Vallance, Deborah
Snowden, Faith Koscienly, and Elise Dobernigg.

We were also been thrilled to have Holly Lishman (from Jennifer Fawcett’s studio) playing her beautiful original
compositions. More performances are already in the works, and this crew is starting to branch out into other venues
too.

Recording Projects
This year we’ve more than doubled the number of students involved in studio recording projects. They’re learning to
collaborate, give and receive feedback, and work professionally alongside our excellent engineers (who also act as
producers).

Participants this round include: Holly Lishman (piano, from Jennifer Fawcett’s studio), Deborah Snowden, Melvin Guse,
Jacob Vallance, Elise Dobernigg, Faith Koscienly, and me. I’m also working towards studio time (on lap steel guitar) in a
duet project with former guitar student and wonderful vocalist Emily Phair.

Our winter guitar recital plus potluck is coming up on Feb 21st and I anticipate a nearly full complement of students! It will
be a day of great music and community with our gang.



Mentored Guitar Teacher Programme 
This fall I was delighted to welcome my student Jacob Vallance into
our new Mentored Teacher Program. Jacob is planning a full-time
career in music and is already a stellar rock guitarist with a
combination of dedication, curiosity, and openness to every style of
music.

He’s now teaching three of his own students and doing a fantastic
job. I recently received a glowing letter from one of his new adult
students — music to any teacher’s ears!

Huge congratulations, Jacob. The future is bright for you!

May 1-3, 2026

Register by 
April 2nd

NATURES FARE UPDATE
Thank you for continuing to bring in your Natures Fare
receipts! As part of the 3% Club, 3% of the total
money calculated on the receipts comes back to the
Music School, and in turn goes into our programs. It's a
win-win situation, thank-you so much to everyone who
has brought their receipts in! Since 2019, we have
raised $12,338.72 to go towards programs throughout
the school. Wahoo!

Piano Olympics at the Music School
Students at Daisy’s Piano Studio worked hard for four weeks in a Piano
Olympics challenge, racing through events such as the Technique
Triathlon, Rhythm Relays, Ear Training Archery, and the Memory
Marathon. Curious about what the Piano Olympics are? Well technique
triathlons involves scales - chords arpeggios, meaning that technical
exercises are played accurately and in time. Rhythm Relays are when
students write counts in and clap or play rhythms. Ear Training involves
playing back melodies (play backs) that have been played twice.
Students are then asked to distinguish between major and minor
chords, and interval training. Then finally, the Memory Marathon
component. Students have to memorize four measures to the whole
piece of a song, depending on what level they are at in their lessons.
Daisy’s students have been knocking these Olympics out of the park!
Well done to all over the students who participated in this event!


