
Amy Milne, Level 7 Piano – Olive Woodley Memorial Scholarship
Alexandrina Thiessen, ARCT Voice — Elizabeth Scott Scholarship for Young Musicians
Anders Erikson, Level 10 Cello – James Frederick Roh Memorial Scholarship
Autumn Sunderland, Level 10 Violin — Caroline Galbraith Memorial Scholarship
Aya Swerdelian, Level 8 Violin — Caroline Galbraith Memorial Scholarship
Claire Weathermon, Level 9 Violin – MQN Architects Scholarship
Eliyah Jones, Level 7 Piano – Sanssouci Scholarship
Evy Erikson, Level 8 Violin—Dr. Lora and Dr. Mathias Fellenz Scholarship
Hadley Lanaway, Level 9 Piano – David and June Rempel Scholarship
Hugh Weathermon, Level 7 Violin – Sandro Banducci Memorial Scholarship
Jeremy Fehlauer, Level 6-8 Guitar – Pauline Legg Memorial Scholarship
Juliette Rowe, Level 7 Violin — Sharon McMurtry Memorial Scholarship 
Lene Erikson, Level 10 Violin – Sandro Banducci Memorial Scholarship
Leo Middelkamp, Level 8 Piano – Dante Darkazanli Memorial Scholarship
Maggie Wilson, Level 10 Violin – Hurlburt Memorial Scholarship
Max Henschel, Level 8 Piano—Reekie, Kineshanko, Tulloch Memorial Scholarship
Molly Zhang, Level 6 Violin — Heartwood Homes Scholarship
Rosie McLean, Level 7 Violin - James Frederick Roh Memorial Scholarship
Stephen Aulin, Level 7 Voice – Nixon Wenger Scholarship
William Reynolds, Level 8 Cello — George Shaw Memorial Scholarship
Zaiden Thiessen, Level 8 Cello —  Dr. Jane Laidlaw Memorial Scholarship

Thank you to all of you for being a part of our Music School, and for your dedic-
ation to your respective programs. We appreciate you and all the effort that 
goes into your studies, and we look forward to seeing you in the Fall!

Registration is on now, talk to your teacher about re-registering for next year!

VERNON COMMUNITY MUSIC SCHOOL
SUMMER 2024

Congratulations to all of our Scholarship Winners
On May 11th, the Music School hosted the 2024 Scholarship Recital, as a way to recognize the tremendous effort put in
by our students throughout the year. The applicants had to be at the Grade 6 Toronto Conservatory level or higher and
had to be recommended by their music teacher. Congratulations to the following students who received a scholarship,
and thank you to everyone who performed so beautifully. It was a wonderful afternoon of music!



Mark your
calendars! 
Country Fair is coming
June 7th. For all those
above snakes, come
skedaddle across lots to
this here Music School
and join us for a hog-tyin'
good time! Avoid being a
bad egg, bring the family
and show them you're the
biggest toad in the
puddle. Enjoy the cake
walk, the mystery jars, the
pie tent, the candy shop,
the recitals and more.
Get a wiggle on ya, see
y'all then!

What is a Mystery Jar?
Whether you are new to the school or you’ve been here for years, everyone is invited to bring a mystery jar
for the Country Fair. Any mason jars or recycled glass jars (ie. washed out big peanut butter jars, big salsa
jars, big jam jars) make GREAT mystery jars. Then you can fill them up with whatever will fit! Try using
sidewalk chalk, craft supplies, wrapped candies, stickers, temporary tattoos, felt markers, beaded jewelry,  
toy vehicles, or anything else that will fit in the jar that kids will love. Then close up the jar and drop it off at
the Music School BEFORE June 7th. That’s it! The more jars that we have at Country Fair, the more kids will
get to enjoy picking one and discovering what is inside. Thank you so much for your help!



Snippets of Festival Season
This season saw multiple festivals, including three violin festivals - the Central Okanagan Performing Arts
Festival in Kelowna, the Shuswap Music Festival, and the Kamloops Festival of the Performing Arts, as well
as our own Vernon Community Music School Piano Festival. 

Congratulations to the following students of Suzuki Violin Instructor Ardeth Erkison:

Rosie McLean earned a Gold and
Bronze at Kamloops festival, as well
as TWO Gold 1sts with Distinction at
Shuswap Festival. Congrats Rosie!

Anthony Middelkamp earned Gold
1st with Distinction with Humoresque
- extra points for that lovely vibrato
Anthony!

Maggie Wilson earned a Silver
performing her Bach Presto in a very
challenging field, beating Mrs.
Erikson out in a memorization bet for
Mexican Food.  

Anya Massa earned a Gold with Distinction for her Contemporary Class as
well as another Gold "1st" with Distinction for her ensemble performance of 
Mozart's Sinfonia Concertante, along with Lene Erikson on Viola and Jenny
Sunderland on Piano. Congrats Anya!

Marielle Middelkamp earned Gold
for Hunters' Chorus in a full class!
Congrats on your great playing,
Marielle!  (Marielle and Maybritt)



Vernon Community Music School Piano Festival
The second annual VCMS piano festival took place April 20th and 21st.

VCMS piano students performed for adjudicator Jessica Crawford. We

thank Jessica for her expert advice for our students.  Congratulations to

all of those students who participated!  

The VCMS piano festival winners are: 

Preparatory A: Haile Croda
Preparatory B: Luca Russell
Level 1: Sarah Whitley
Level 2: Isla Holland's
Level 3: Ryan Ansdell
Level 4: Brody Martyn
Level 5: Ritish Jakhu
Level 6: Ian Park
Level 7: Cole Humphreys
Level 8: Ralph Rasquinha

Congratulations to Kim Clarke’s students Jasper Mirsky-Silver for

earning 2nd place in Level 1 and Esme Lanaway for earning 2nd place

in Level 2.

Snippets of Festival Season cont...
This season saw multiple festivals, including three violin festivals - the Central Okanagan Performing Arts
Festival in Kelowna, the Shuswap Music Festival, and the Kamloops Festival of the Performing Arts, as well
as our own Vernon Community Music School Piano Festival. 

Anne Middelkamp performed Seitz
concerto No 5, 1st mvt. and earned
Gold 1st with Distinction in her level.
She also hung out in Salmon Arm to
cheer on her studio mates! Great
job Anne!

The Carriage House Orchestra and Suzuki Groups led by teachers Ardeth, Bev, Libby, Morna and Natalie performed at
the Shuswap Festival in Salmon Arm. It was a fantastic performance that had the audience tapping their toes and
smiling the entire time. The adjudicator was blown away by the beautiful music coming from all these students who
are ages 4-14. Congratulations on a job well done everyone! 

Jessica Crawford



Outstanding Youth Opener Performance 
April 23rd was the final North Okanagan Community Concert
Association (NOCCA) concert of the season, and our very own
violin student Aya Swerdelian was the youth opener for musicians
Adam Cicchillitti and Steve Cowan. Aya's performed Accolay
Violin Concerto in A minor by Jean-Baptiste Accolay and Playera
Op.23 No.1 by Pablo de Sarasate, and was accompanied by Paul
Dykstra. Aya has been playing violin for the past 11 years. She has
performed solos with the Okanagan Symphony Orchestra and has
gone to many festivals and provincial competitions throughout the
years. Way to go, Aya! What a tremendous performance, thank you
for representing the Music School so beautifully - we are so
excited to see what the future holds as you continue with your
musical studies.

Speedy Fingers!
Congratulations to guitar student Claire
Dobernigg, who recently accomplished the
goal of getting her technical workout
routine up to a blistering 350 beats per
minute (beating a previous record of 300
bpm from 8 years ago)! 
Claire will be showcasing her great skills at
the year’s scholarship recital, playing the
jazz standard “Satin Doll” , including a
complex solo inspired by the great Wes
Montgomery. Claire continues to impress us
all with her ability to tackle a diverse set of
genres, from folk, to blues, to jazz, and slide
guitar. Bravo Claire!

https://www.facebook.com/NOCCAVernon?__cft__[0]=AZVHMz1ARuJcLeJw5dLoQX6JXTcCQywN6MeCBuNvCDe4E0Uhcsso7CgpjrVZGGjJeRq_NLglKojHKMnysjZNLNfZP8rUgQXPDRhimcptphmSUfbf42ph-NCgmlViMqmIS8QC8ljPp8VsgbZSwNwkDaB8eFdw0zcPG64fzfH7QJdeWQxrmW5ZQJwAY3B4U1e4Zxy6Uhi_N2_D3fwhn8k7Fr8e&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/NOCCAVernon?__cft__[0]=AZVHMz1ARuJcLeJw5dLoQX6JXTcCQywN6MeCBuNvCDe4E0Uhcsso7CgpjrVZGGjJeRq_NLglKojHKMnysjZNLNfZP8rUgQXPDRhimcptphmSUfbf42ph-NCgmlViMqmIS8QC8ljPp8VsgbZSwNwkDaB8eFdw0zcPG64fzfH7QJdeWQxrmW5ZQJwAY3B4U1e4Zxy6Uhi_N2_D3fwhn8k7Fr8e&__tn__=-]K-R


100 Days of Practice Challenge Winners
Congratulations to everyone who worked diligently for 100 days in a row, completing the 100 Days of Practice Challenge.
Achieving the 100-day goal was a commitment for each student (and sometimes parents) who participated. Just a little
bit of good change on a daily basis was noticeable. The choice to take lessons is the choice to make a lifestyle change.
Being a part of this challenge was a great way to build strong daily habits and for students to prove to themselves that
they're capable of that commitment. This year the challenge ran from January 9th—April 21st. They had to fill in the
practice chart every day - and any missed days would break the chain! We had close to 50 successful students who
completed the challenge, and we are so proud of them! Congratulations, everyone! That was a LOT of hard work.

Adelaide Sampson Anthony Middelkamp

Avery Casey Brynn de Bella Calder and Kaiya Humphreys

Charlie Carle Charlie WeathermonCassie O’Connor

Anne-Raphaelle Middelkamp

Aria Faueher

Cole Humphreys

Arden de Bella



Hugh Weathermon Jonathon FaberIan Park Kyrie Reyes

Lara Sharma Levi Koscielny Linden Webster-Krist

Maya Swerdelian

Faith Koscielny

Makena Humphreys

Maybritt Erikson

Evy EriksonElijah Schapansky

Matthias Hayduk Mila Hayduk

Daelyn Humphreys



Sawyer Mirsky-Silver

Seraphina SampsonSefton Ansdell

Savannah BrisdonRyan Ansdell Rylee Casey

Rachel Seminutin Rowan Scott

Natures Fare Receipts - Thank you so much for
continuing to bring in your Natures Fare receipts. As part
of our ongoing fundraising efforts and being a part of the
3% Club, 3% of the total money calculated on the receipts
comes back to the Music School, and in turn goes into our
programs. It's a win-win situation; and because of you, to
this date we have raised $8,792.05 to go towards
programs throughout the school. Wahoo! Keep bringing
them in and putting them in our donation box by the
office in the Smith House. Our school thanks you!

Patty Ellis

Congratulations to....
Akasha McCleary
Alex Thiessen
Sophie Pomeroy-Guimond
Leo Middelkamp
Clementine Duncan

for also completing the 100 Days of Practice Challenge!

Orchid Kirby



What a year it has been for Music Explorers! 
The past semester has been spent playing instruments from all four instrument families and interacting with student
musicians as well as teachers. Students also participated in interactive games and activities where they learned more
about musical elements including rhythm, form and expression. The year wrapped up with a parent sharing day where
students demonstrated some of the things they learned to their parents. Many of these students are ready to begin
instrument lessons in the fall with various teachers here at the school. Great work Explorers, it has been such a
pleasure working with all of you! We look forward to seeing what musical things you all do in the future! 



The Performing Arts & Imaginative Play for Homeschoolers 
The Performing Arts & Imaginative Play for Homeschoolers, with Rachel Wyatt, presented their magnificent year-end
performance this week, which was full of imaginative and enticing characters - each one created by the students!
From a Siberian Tiger to a mother/daughter squirrel duo to a sneaky serpent, the audience enjoyed an energetic and
engaging morning. Well done to all of the performers, you have had an incredible year of fostering new relationships
with opportunities to use your imagination and build on your creativity. Bravo!

Music Makers for Children 2-4 
Music Makers is run by Ms. Jennifer, and is geared for
children aged 2-4 years old, where music, movement and
pretend play permeate this class! Developmentally
appropriate for activities and music making, this class
fosters the young child in creativity, musicality and social
experience. Based on Orff and Kodaly curriculum, this class
prepares the young musician for group and private lessons,
while developing the voice and coordination for playing
instruments. Parents and caregivers (when the child is
ready) stay in the waiting room for most of the class, joining
at the end for sharing time. There are seasonal and themed
classes throughout the year with some celebrating that
includes snacks.
Course length: Full year program (September – June), each
class is once a week, 45 minutes long.

Contact the office to register!

Registration is Open!
Registration for the 2024-25 school year is now open.
Forms can be found in the office or feel free to check with
your teacher. We hope you continue to join us in your
musical journey. Spots are available for all of our children’s
programs, including Music Munchkins, Music Makers, Music
Explorers and the Strings Primer. Between all of our private
lessons, children’s programming and group activity, there is
something for everyone! See you next year.


