h VERNON COMMENITY MUSIC SCHOOL

SUMMER 2025

ON THE HIGH Cs
Country Fair

FRIDAY, JUNE 6TH
4PM TO TPM
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Join us for lots of fun with
recitals * face painting * pie tent * Candy Store * root beer toss * mystery jars
* silent auttion * used book tallmecupcake walk » Big Fat Greek Food Truck
: ‘and much much morel/- |
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Avast, ye mateys! Dead men tell no tales as we say Country Fair is back again! Friday, June éth, batten down the et
hatches and bring out ye fellow pirates, mermaids, and ocean creatures to come celebrate the end of the school :

year. Young and old buccaneers alike will participate in the cake walk, mystery jars, the candy store and more! Blimey,

don't be a landlubber or scalleywag - come, be an old salt and look for the loot. Else ye be walking the plank and
become shark bait. Savvy? Yo ho ho!

“Look at our stuff, isn't it neat? Wouldn't you think your collection's complete? Wouldn't you think this is the event - the
event that has everything? Look at this trove, treasures untold. How many wonders can one Music School hold?

Looking around here you'd think - wow, they've got everything!”
* Excerpt from Disney's Little Mermaid, probably.

We are once again looking for community donations for our silent auction. Last year we had several fantastic items up |
for grabs, including two student led art collaborative projects. If you or your business would like to donate something
for our silent auction table, please feel free to drop it off at the office by Monday, June 2nd. All moneys raised goes
bock to the Music School towards facility restoration projects! See you Friday, June éth!
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b' Annual Scholarship Recital

' On Saturday, May 10, the Music School held our annual Scholarship Recital to celebrate the hard work that has been
done by students at level 6 RCM or higher. These students, nominated by their teachers, had continuous practicing
and improvement for every piece they were working on. They come with an enthusiastic attitude for every lesson, work

hard, and participate in festivals throughout the Okanagan. Congratulations to the following students for all of their
hard work and determination in the annual VCMS Scholarship Recital:

AT

Akasha McCleary, Level 8 Violin - Sandro Banducci Memorial Scholarship
Autumn Sunderland, ARCT Violin — Caroline Galbraith Memorial Scholarship
Anders Erikson, ARCT Cello - Caroline Galbraith Memorial Scholarship
Cassie Holder, Level 6 Piano — Sharon McMurtry Memorial Scholarship
Claire Weathermon, Level 10 Violin — Nixon Wenger Scholarship

I Coby Martyn, Level 7 Piano - David and June Rempel Scholarship
Evy Erikson, Level 9 Violin — Sandro Banducci Memorial Scholarship

Hadley Lanaway, Level 10 Piano - Heartwood Homes Scholarship
Holly Lishman, Level 6 Piano - Karen Rempel Scholarship
Hugh Weathermon, Level 8 Violin - MON Architects Scholarship
. Julianne Derochie, Level & Piano - James Frederick Roe Memorial Scholarship
. Lene Erikson, Level 10 Violin - Dr. Mathias Fellenz and Dr. Lora Fellenz Scholarship
Max Henschel, Level 10 Piano—James Frederick Roh Memorial Scholarship
. Nora McCoubrey, Level 6 Piano — James Frederick Roh Memorial Scholarship
%" Simone Oakden, Level 7 Violin - James Frederick Roh Memorial Scholarship
?;."l' Vu Nguyen, Level 6 Piano — Sanssouci Scholarship
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E T | - L We Want Your Receipts!

YOUR RECEIPTS

: Thank you so much for continuing to bring in your Natures Fare

; ! receipts! As part of our ongoing fundraising efforts and being a
Sy
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Rgram : - ! our programs. It's a win-win situation; and because of you, to

part of the 3% Club, 3% of the total money calculated on the
receipts comes back to the Music School, and in turn goes into

_ this date we have raised $10,678.08 to go towards programs
e Mo Ae i I AR | — throughout the school. Wahoo! Keep bringing them in and

’ ' putting them in our donation box by the office in the Smith

| ' House. Our school thanks you!
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" VCMS Piano Festival
For the second year in a row, piano faculty members have organized and successfully executed our very own piano
| festival on March 7™ and 8™. Thank you so much to Jenny Sunderland for adjudicating the festival, and thank you to
all of our brilliant RCM students who performed. Congratulations to the following winners:

. PrepA- Orchid Kirby Level 5 - Kayleigh Zhan
Prep B - Kingston Goertz Level 6 - Vu Nguyen
Level 1- Luca Russell Level 7 - Coby Martyn
Level 2 - Jasper Mirsky-Silver Level 8 - Cole Humphreys
Level 3 - Leo Sohn Level 10 - Josh Mark

Level 4 - Brody Marty ARCT - Kim Clarke



Getting Ready to Celebrate

Everyone at the school is getting ready to celebrate the
50™ Anniversary of the existence of this tremendous and
formidable non-profit organization. While searching for
information about the beginning of the Music School in the
basement of the Smith House, we found what felt like to us,
a big box of buried treasure! Down in storage room, boxes
of old photos, Board meeting minutes, and Music School
newsletters were discovered. The very first newsletter was

i — L published in November, 1976 but there were so many things

Japanese teacher Mariko, surrounded by students Kathy Nomura,

Kristen Tollestrup Cram, and sisters Lisa and Nancy Kawazoe in
Justice Park. shape the Music School.
| —

going on before the first newsletter came out, to help

Let’s turn back the dial to 1971

Before the Music School was officially called The Vernon Community Music School, it started out as being a

program called “The Vernon Society for Talent Education Research”. This program was set up by Wayne

Tollestrup and Bob Woodley, with Myra Tollestrup as Secretary-Treasurer. It was aided by local donations
.E which were matched by the BC Cultural Fund as well as grants from the Koerner Foundation and the Vernon
Community Arts Council. Two teachers were brought in from Japan - first Mariko and then Harumi Saito - to
o begin instruction in the Suzuki method of violin teaching. They started in September of 1971 with a class of 23
pre-school children at her first meeting in the Salvation Army Citadel, then the Mormon Church and then in a
private home. .

In 1972, with the help of the local Board of the Suzuki Program, a similar program was set up in Kamloops, with ""-L L—
Harumi going there once a week. Local residents and advocates for music education, Edna and Bob
Cockburn, took on the duties of Secretary and Treasurer.

By the time it was 1973, the number of students in the Suzuki Program began to steadily increase. It was
becoming apparent that more teachers were needed to cope with the increasing number of students, and it
was also deemed desirable to provide instruction in other instruments.

On October 10, 1974, two passionate local Vernon women, Jocelyn Pritchard and Olive Woodley, were
appointed to an ad hoc committee of the Vernon Community Arts Council for the purpose of preparing and
presenting a brief to the Okanagan College Council. They were requesting financial assistance in the
establishment of a Vernon Community Music School. They were supported in their presentation by Frank Paul,
then Dean of the Vernon Center of Okanagan College. The Board was made up of Chairman Wayne
Tollestrup, Executive Secretary Olive Woodley, Secretary Carol Klein, Treasurer Edna Cockburn, and members

at large Jocelyn Pritchard, Helen Galbraith, Kate Shirley. A central institution was needed. The Council agreed &
& to donate $2000 towards the cost of establishing a facility in which the Music School could function.

Jocelyn Pritchard continued to chair a committee to commence the planning of a Music School in 1975. Other
committee members were Helen Galbraith, Alan Walker, Bob Woodley, Barbara Hartley and Neil Davidson.
When Jocelyn moved to Vancouver, Val Witham took over her position. As representatives of the Board, Frank
Paul and Olive Woodley attended a School Board meeting asking for their co-operation in the provision of
physical facilities - the use of whatever part of Hut E-8 at the Army Camp that was not needed by the School
Board was granted.
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h Thus began the process of creating the “Vernon Community Music School” as a registered non-profit society.

H In September, the Suzuki Program moved into Hut E-8, using a small room not required by the School Board.
This room was unfurnished with no heating. The program paid the Community Music School $50 per month so
the school would have some funds with which to operate. In December, the heating was installed in that room
and a hallway, using the College donated funds. In the intervening cold weather, the Suzuki Program moved
into a heated room adjacent to the one used by the School Board as a classroom. Donations of rugs and a
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piano were received, along with the use of the college chairs.

% A Planning Committee consisting of Joey Karen, Cindy Spincks and Olive Woodley drew up a proposal of short
term and long term plans. They also established contact with the Vancouver Community Music School and
secured the interest and cooperation of the Registrar. It was at this time the Vernon Chamber Music Society
used the Music School for playing sessions and paid a nominal rent.

‘. In 1976, Olive Woodley joined the Board. The “Proposal of the Planning Committee “was sent to Mr. Jetffels of
the College. He agreed to be Honorary President of the Society. He appointed Frank Paul as the College
Representative to the Music School Board. A $1000 donation was received from Rotary. A piano was
purchased and the rest was spent on chairs. A $50 donation was received from the Gift Tree Boutique
towards fixing up the room. A “Class Piano Program” for pre-schoolers was started. Planning for a Membership
Drive began. This is the time more staff was hired to accommodate the growing demand for lessons. The two
Japanese Suzuki violin teachers went back to Japan, as Harumi Saito prepared to get married. The newly
created board hired Carole Ruth for the Suzuki program, Suzanne Letourneau for viola and theory, Denis

'E Letourneau for violin, George Kiraly for cello, Irene Frie for group piano classes, Margot Sigalet for teaching

b i the Kodaly Method, and Bev Martens for Creative Music for Pre-schoolers.

On registration day there were 92 pupils, and this number increased to 179 during the year. The official
opening of the Music School was held on November 3 with the Honorary President, Mr. Jeffels as speaker. A

__‘Communh‘y Music School was the guest speaker for the event. The school continued to grow, and the
following year, Imant Raminsh on violin, Walt and Margaret Burton (oboe and flute respectively) were amongst &
the new faculty hires.

Now, almost 50 years later, we look to celebrate this incredible history, the remarkable present, and the
exciting future of the Vernon Community Music School. The 2026-27 school year will be full of exciting events
to mark the celebrations, make sure you check our social media pages, our website, and our newsletters for all
of the details.
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100 Days of Practice Challenge
Congratulations to all of the
students who completed the 100
Days of Practice Challenge! This
" year the challenge ran from the
week of January 13 to April 25™. Just

a little bit of good change on a daily
basis will take them far. The choice
to take lessons is the choice to make §
a lifestyle change. Being a part of
' this challenge is a great way to build
. strong daily habits and for students
to prove to themselves that they're

capable of that commitment.

Well done, everyone!
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; ‘ Find your place in the

OKANAGAN SYMPHONY
YOUTH ORCHESTRA!

Auditions on May 14, 16 or 17, 2025

For musicians ages 12 - 24

== PERFORMING ARTS
SUMMER CAMP

AGES 6 - 10
THEATRE... MUSIC... DANCE...

JOIN OUR FUN & INSPIRING PERFORMING ARTS SUMMER CAMP!
® Enjoy a supportive team environment that encourages self-discovery and self-expression.
¢ [earn Theatre Arts Skills: ACTING, SINGING, DANCING, STORYTELLING!
® Activate your Imagination, Build Body Awareness & Gain Confidence
® Collaborate with Peers to create an original story that we will perform on the last dayl
.

Come join our Performing Arts Summer Camp & experience the magic for yourself.

For: Ages6-10
Date: August 11 -15
Time: 9:00am - 11:30am
Mnnday - Frida",'

Create your own
Costume & Character. ..
Share your voice!

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR:
d Rachel Wyatt

$174

Parents are invited to join us at 10:30am on Friday to celebrate what we've created at the
Vernon Community Music School: 1705 32 Ave. Vernon BC

* % % THIS CAMP WILL FILL UP QUICKLY * * *

TO REGISTER NOW CONTACT RACHEL
(@ 778-212-9642 or rachelwyatt100@hotmail.com

MORE INFO ¢ SIGN MP

% | 'i in S, AL

Spring Recital Success

Daisy's Piano Studio had their semi formal spring recital at the

. _ working on presentation. Each student worked hard to polish their
pieces and practiced introducing themselves and their piece.

Bravo, everyone! Keep up the great work!

| beginning of May. In the last couple of months we have been
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£ Kim Clarke has completed her RCM
Advanced Piano Pedagogy exam!

Congratulations on all your hard work and
fierce dedication to your craft.
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Vernon Performing Arts Festival

Students from Karen Rempel’s Studio attend the first
ever Vernon Performing Arts Festival. This is a newly
formed society providing opportunities for the
Vernon community to show off their talent and to

| take expert advice from experienced artists. Skills

acquired through a performing arts festival
experience are life changing. These skills improve

one's craft and influence their daily life: confidence,
presentation, accepting correction, learning to
accept mistakes. Congratulations to all of Karen’s
students who participated, we are all so proud of
you!
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VCMS Alumni —
Megan van den Maagdenberg, as VCMS alumni, has graduated with a -
Bachelor of Music Theory and Composition from the Vienna Music
Institute in Vienna, Austrial Megan grew up in Vernon, and studied =
piano, theory, voice, and composition at the Vernon Community Music E
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School for over 10 years. Megan studied with Geoffrey Barker (piano
and theory), Kim van Wensem (voice) and composition (Imant Raminsh)
respectively. Megan continues to live in Vienna, and is the living
definition of a working musician: streamer, composer, singer, and
children's choir instructor (among many other musical activities). VCMS
is so proud of Megan and can't wait to hear about what she does next!

Megan's music can be found on Spotify under the handle: The Only
Streetlamp.
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