VERNON[CONIMUNELY.MU SIS ¢

OOL

SUNIMER

Annual Scholarship Recital

Over the Mother’s Day weekend, the Music School held it's annual
Scholarship Recital. This is a recital meant to reward exceptional
dedication to RCM level student 6 and higher, with scholarships handed
out to students returning the following school year. With the help of our
tremendous community and their love of learning and music, the school
was able to award over 20 deserving students.

Congratulations to the Following 2026 Scholarship Winners!

Akasha McCleary, Level 9 Violin - MON Architect Scholarship

Anders Erikson, ARCT Cello - Sandro Banducci Memorial Scholarship
Anna-Maria Zebroff, Level 7 Piano - Hurlburt Memorial Scholarship
Cassie Holder, Level 7 Piano — George Shaw Memorial Scholarship
Charles Weathermon, Level 6 Violin - Sanssouci Scholarship

Claire Weathermon, Level 10 Violin — Caroline Galbraith Scholarship
Coby Martyn, Level 8 Piano - Olive Woodley Memorial Scholarship

Eason Chen, Level 8 Piano - James Frederick Roh Memorial Scholarship
Elaine Guse, Level 7 Piano - Peter and Pauline Legg Memorial Scholarship
Elise Dobernigg, Level 6 Guitar - Caroline Galbraith Memorial Scholarship
Emily Liao, Level 10 Piano - David and June Rempel Scholarship

Evy Erikson, Level 10 Violin — James Frederick Roh Memorial Scholarship

Hugh Weathermon, Level 9 Violin - James Frederick Roh Scholarship
lan Park, Level 8 Piano - Dante Darkazanli Memorial Scholarship
I Julianne Derochie, Level 7 Piano - James Frederick Roh Scholarship

‘Holly Lishman, Level 6 Piano - Karen Rempel Scholarship

Julianne and Amelia Derochie (duet), Level 7 Piano - Heartwood Homes
Scholarship
y Kathryn, Victoria and William Reynolds (trio), Level 6 Violin/Cello -
) Sandro Banducci Memorial Scholarship
" | Leila Sui, Level 8 Violin - Elizabeth Scott Scholarship for Young Musicians
Liam McBride, Level 6 Piano - Lynne Brown and Ali Wasiliew Scholarship  F& =
E Maya Swerdelian, Level 6§ Cello —Dr. Lora Fellenz and Dr. Mathias Fellenz .
Scholarship
“Nora McCoubrey, Level 7 Piano — Reekie, Kineshanko, Tulloch Memorial
Scholarship
Simone Oakden, Level 8 Violin - Sharon McMurtry Memorial Scholarship
Vu Nguyen, Level 7 Piano — Dr. Laidlaw Memorial Scholarship

Thank you to all of you for being a part of our Music School, and for your

"- dedication to your respective programs. We appreciate you and all the
effort that goes into your studies, and we look forward to seeing you in the
Fall!




Welcome, Lucy Benwell
We are very pleased to welcome new member Lucy Benwell, to the Music
School faculty! A multi-instrumentalist for over 40 years, Lucy has taught
since 2009, whether it be making music for fun at any age, preparing
students for college and orchestra auditions/concerto performances, and
examinations with the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music and
the Royal Conservatory of Music.
Since moving to Canada from the UK in 2011, Lucy has been an active
performer with many groups including the Okanagan Symphony Orchestra,
OSO Wind Ensemble, Opera Kelowna, BC Interior Jazz Festival Big Band,
Windjammers Woodwind Quintet, and Big Apple Productions (musical
% theatre). Her group work includes school band clinics and workshops with
M the clarinet sections of the Okanagan Symphony Youth Orchestra and the
Kelowna City Concert Band.
Lucy understands firsthand the joys and challenges of learning something
new, most recently through her studies of the cello, handbells and (as a
nod to her Scottish heritage) bagpipes. Lucy will be teaching clarinet on
Thursdays at the school, so if you or someone you know is keen to improve
their skills, please contact the office. Welcome to VCMS, Lucy! We are so
happy you are joining us!
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Performing Arts Summer Camp 2026

PERFORMING ARTS  |#erosreot summer camp opportunity for

your child!

SUMMER CAMP 2026 [roosesr

August 10-14, 2026

AGES ik 11 9:30am - 12:00pm
For more information or to register, contact
THEJ’ATRE .o MUSIC .« DANCE -+ | Rachel Wyatt: rachelwyattl00ehotmail.com
‘ JOIN OUR FUN & INSPIRING PERFORMING ARTS SUMMER CAMP! or 778-212-9642
® Enjoy a supportive team environment that encourages self-discovery and self-expression. JOIN OUR FUN & INSPIRING PERFORMING

Learn Theatre Arts Skills: ACTING, SINGING, DANCING, STORYTELLING! ARTS SUMMER CAMP!

L]
® Activate your Imagination, Build Body Awareness & Gain Confidence Enjoy a supportive team environment that
® Collaborate with Peers to create an original story that we will perform on the last day! ] .
5 5 " encourages self-discovery and self-expression.
i‘Lecrn Theatre Arts Skills: ACTING, SINGING,

Come join our Performing Arts Summer Camp & experience the magic for yourself.

DANCING, STORYTELLING!

For: Ages7-11 ,
Activate your Imagination, Build Body q

Date: August 10— 14
Time: 9:30am -12:00pm

)

Awareness & Gain Confidence

Monday = Friday I ™
E" Create your own ! Collaborate with Peers to create an original
Costame & Charactis o story that we will perform on the last day!
- Share your voice!

Come join our Performing Arts Summer Camp
& experience the magic for yourself.

[| ARTISTIC DIRECTOR:
ll Rachel Wyatt
‘ $187

Parents are invited to join us at 11:00am on Friday to celebrate what we've created at the
Vernon Community Music School: 1705 32 Ave. Vernon BC

* k% AMP — yesterday! It was magical and fun, to see how
£ WAL VS QHICELX much they enjoyed it! And how much you

In-, TO REGISTER NOW CONTACT RACHEL enjoyed it! Thank you so much, it made me
@ 778-212-9642 or rachelwyatt100@hotmail.com laugh, and cry, and want to dance and sing. |

loved it!!!”

“Rachel, it was just so lovely to watch the kids
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What is a Mystery Jar?

Planning for our annual Country Fair is underway! Mark your calendars for Friday, June 5th. Whether you are

new to the school or you've been here for years, everyone is invited to bring a mystery jar for the Country Fair.
Any mason jars or recycled glass jars (ie. washed out big peanut butter jars, big salsa jars, big jam jars) make

' GREAT mystery jars. Then you can fill them up with whatever will fit! Try using sidewalk chalk, craft supplies,

' wrapped candies, stickers, temporary tattoos, felt markers, beaded jewelry, toy vehicles, or anything else that
will fit in the jar that kids will love. Then close up the jar and drop it off at the Music School BEFORE June 5th.
That's it! The more jars that we have at Country Fair, the more kids will get to enjoy picking one and
discovering what is inside. Thank you so much for your help!
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Carriage House Orchestra Wins Gold!

On Monday, April 20th, the Carriage House Orchestra with string players between the ages 4-14 earned gold for

their performance of the Fiesta Medley at the Central Okanagan Performing Arts Festival in Kelowna!

During the adjudication students were reminded that it is important to use 3 parts of your body when playing with a

group — your eyes, your ears and your lungs.

Congratulations students, parents and teachers for a job well done!

WE WANT
YOUR RECEIPTS

NATURES FARE UPDATE
Thank you for continuing to bring in your Natures Fare receipts!
As part of the 3% Club, 3% of the total money calculated on the
receipts comes back to the Music School, and in turn goes into
our programs. It's a win-win situation, thank-you so much to
everyone who has brought their receipts in! Since 2019, we have
raised $12,338.72 to go towards programs throughout the
school. Wahoo!



Spring Tea a HUGE Success

We had such a terrific Spring Tea Party on Sunday, April 19th - the
sun was shining, music and tea were flowing and laughter could
be heard throughout the Smith House. Sharon Lawrence
managed to find a descendent of Samuel Smith, the builder of
the historic Smith House. His name is Dwayne Thomson, and he
and his wife and sister-in-law came to enjoy the afternoon. It was
truly spellbinding, listening to him share stories of what he knows
about his family and his great, great grandfather's journey and
livelihood in Vernon. They are such lovely people.

Thank you so much to everyone who was able to come out and
help with the event, your presence was very much appreciated.
We have a long list of personal thank yous, so let's get to it:

Thank you to Kim Daniel for being so enthusiastic to help us with
this event; she donated the tea, homemade scones, jam and
clotted cream, and spent the afternoon with us. The scones were
a huge hit!

Thank you to Jennifer Fawcett, Kim Daniel and Kim Clarke for
preparing and serving the tea, as well as helping with the clean-
up afterwards. You kept the tea hot, the cups full, and the food
coming!

Thank you to Alex MacArthur, Kim Clarke, Geoffrey Barker, Faith
Koscielny and Mila Hayduk for performing for our guests. They

loved being immersed in your musical notes dancing around the

room.

Thank you to Natalie Kober for welcoming guests and taking
tickets at the door with a giant smile.

Thank you Sarah Perkins for being our event photographer.

Thank you to everyone who donated treats for the tables, the i
- plates looked and tasted absolutely delicious.

“ As always, thank you to Pat and Lori for everything you do for the
music school in general, including setting up the table, chairs and
china for this event. Pat is currently putting in countless hours

sanding, painting and repairing the fence along the parking lot. It

looks absolutely outstanding!

Finally, thank you to everyone who came to enjoy the event and

support the school. We are so proud of what this school does for
the community, and we are happy to show it off in any way that
we can. This event made over $1,200 for the bursary program at
the Music School! Whoop whoop!



100 Days of Practice Challenge
It was another successful 100 Days of Practice Challenge in the books this
year! The challenge started the week of January 12" and finished the week
of April 14™. This challenge is not for the faint of heart! The participant has
to practice every day for 100 days in a row - even over Spring Break.
Achieving the 100-day goal is a commitment on the part of the parent as
well as the student.

Missed days “break the chain”. If this happens, the participant becomes
disqualified! Progress was tracked in the studio as well as at home - and
teachers could see the progress of those who took on the challenge!

Just a little bit of good change on a daily basis will take them far. The
choice to take lessons is the choice to make a lifestyle change. Being a part
of this challenge is a great way to build strong daily habits and for students
to prove to themselves that they're capable of that commitment. It also
helps a student prepare for an exam or their festival pieces!

Next year, we are increasing the challenge by encouraging participants to
increase their practice times by 15 minutes every day. Congratulations to
everyone who completed the challenge, we are so proud of you! Keep up
the good work!




4th Annual VCMS Piano Festival a Success!
Master pianist and teacher Alex MacArthur
adjudicated 40 VCMS piano students on May
2nd and 3rd for the fourth annual Vernon
h._ Community Music School Piano Festival. Alex

" U helped our students explore their pieces with his

P

in-depth insights and technical expertise. Our
school is so fortunate to have a pianist and
teacher of his caliber.
 *
b This festival is a great opportunity for students to |
. practice their grade-level pieces in front of their
peers to gain more experience in performance.

Congratulations to all the students who
participated and helped to celebrate piano!
Many thanks to teachers Jennifer Fawcett,
Stephany Chappell, Daisy Penner, Kim Clarke
and Geoff Barker for helping to make the
festival possible.




WALL OF FAME

Congratulations to the following students of Stephany Chappell’s piano studio for completing a recent RCM
exam:

e Aby Chen received First Class Honours on his grade 4 piano exam

e Emily Lico received First Class Honours with Distinction on her grade 8 theory exam
Emily Lico also performed her Chopin beautifully as the youth openers for the North Okanagan Community

Concert Association (NOCCA) concert featuring Solidaridad Tango at the Performing Arts Centre on April 16th.

Congratulations to the following students of Dairy Penner’s piano studio for completing their recent RCM exams:
e Tawny Rudderham received First Class Honors with Distinction on her level 3 theory exam and to
e Kara Roux received First Class Honors on her level one piano exam.

g Time to celebrate! CONGRATULATIONS! to our Vernon Community Music
288 School Chamber Ensemble, receiving a nomination for the provincial

P championships in Intermediate Chamber Music for their performance at the
‘ Central Okanagan Festival of the Arts. This is a very exciting achievement

«  to be very proud of! Congratulations to students and families for all your

" hard work! They are looking forward to playing their Fiesta set again at the

.| Country Fair at the music school on Friday June 5. See you all there!

Summer Guitar Lessons
with Ken Scott

Tuesdays and Wednesdays
June 30th - August 12th
Daytime lessons
E‘ To register: kgsguitarstudio@gmail.com

Summer is a great time to
keep those guitar fingers
moving!

Focus on new songs,
campfire tunes, or finetune
improvisation, bottleneck
slide, or even lap slide guitar.
Ages 11 years old and up.

JOIN IN THE FUN!

Vernon Community Music School
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