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New Merchandise  

Looking for the perfect gift for your favourite 

musician? Do members of your family keep 

losing their music or forget to bring it to their 

lessons? Are you looking for a versatile bag to 

carry your snacks/small instruments/

homework in? Look no further! Check out 

these great bags that have just arrived for the 

season! Each bag is $20, and with three vi-

brant and lovable colours to choose from, 

there is one for everyone you love.  

Tis the Seasoné. 

As the snow falls to the 

ground, crunching un-

derneath our boots, we 

look around to see signs 

of Christmas magic eve-

rywhere we go. Our 

neighbours go out of 

their way to help others, 

people seem happier, 

and the sounds of 

laughter echoes 

throughout the street.  

Teachers are preparing 

their students for their 

annual recitals, happen-

ing throughout the 

month of December. As 

the year winds down, all 

of us at the Vernon 

Community Music 

School wish you and 

your families the very  

best for 2020. The community we are building at the school is a special 

one, and we are so thankful you are a part of it. òThe best way to spread 

Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to hear.ó - Elf 



Annual Leaf Raking Festival  

The most talked about event of the season 

was another success this year! The Annual 

Leaf Raking Festival happened in November 

three days before our first snowfall. Spirits 

were high, leaves were raked and stomped 

on, and the rain held off. Hot coffee, cook-

ies and oranges kept our bellies full. Thank 

you to everyone who came to participate in 

the festivities, weõre looking forward to 

next year already!  



Informative Masterclasses  

What a busy and fantastic start at the Music 

School this Fall! We had several Master-

classes that took place; opportunities where 

professional musicians connect one -on -one 

with students to provide information about 

the mechanics of specific instruments and 

how to play them better.  

Above: Also at the end of October, members 

of the Lafayette Quartet from UVIC were per-

forming at the NOCCA - North Okanagan 

Community Concert Association concert on 

Saturday evening, and on Saturday afternoon 

they gave a wonderful masterclass for some 

of our violin and cello students. The Lafayette 

String Quartet members are currently profes-

sors at UVIC and are instructing Julien Haynes 

and Libby Wyse, both former violin students 

of Bev Martens here at the Music School. The 

violinists taking part in the masterclass were 

Mathais Volk and Anna Konrad. Thank you, 

Lafayette Quartet, for sharing your 

knowledge!  

Above: A few of our cello students, Angela, Holly and 

Pieter, were able to participate in a Masterclass with Bryan 

Cheng (one half of Cheng² Duo) at the end of October. 

Cheng² Duo's refreshing approach to showcasing classical 

music to new audiences of all backgrounds is steeped in a 

rare balance of infectious joy and enthusiasm in their play-

ing on one hand, and mature, historically -informed, and 

profound interpretations on the other. How exciting for 

these cello students!  

The Flute Masterclass took 

place at the beginning of 

November, organized by our 

own Margaret Burton. Cana-

dian flutist Dr. Suzanne 

Snizek is highly regarded for 

her deeply lyrical phrasing, 

dazzling virtuosity  and a òno 

holds barredó approach in 

her performances Φ ¢hank you 

to all who came out for this 

great event!  



Glee Presents the Music of Queen ñ

SOLD OUT!  

This spectacular performance by our very 

own Glee Club is now sold out for the 

whole weekend! The singing and dancing 

show choir is guaranteed to òwe will, we 

will, Rock Youó. No hearing assistance will 

be required! Look forward to being taken 

on a musical rock n roll journey. This per-

formance will entertain you from the mo-

ment it starts until the moment it ends! 

The desire to sing and dance along will 

be hard to resist. The performance will 

bring to life the music QUEEN! Glee will 

also be featuring their very own band of 

well known and loved local musicians. 

They are again fortunate to have Vernon's 

own Darby Mills join them. Heather 

Stranks and Jens Goerner of City Dance 

are also featured.  

If you were lucky enough to get tickets to 

this glorious event, we hope you enjoy 

every moment of it! Send us your photos 

for a chance to be featured on our web-

site and social media pages!  

Did you know the Music School has an ac-

count at Chasers Bottle Depot? After you're 

finished cleaning out the garage, bring your 

recyclables in for a refund and consider do-

nating to our account (Account 28). We have 

several large maintenance projects we are 

saving for, and need all the help we can get! 

Thank you so much for your help!  
Thank you for continuing to bring us your Natures Fare 

receipts! We have currently raised $922.44!  



Helping Out In The Community  

We are beyond excited to help out our community whenever we can, so at the end of November mu-

sicians from our Suzuki violin program were at Save -On-Foods, raising money for the local Starfish 

Backpack program. The Starfish program was created in response to teachers hearing the cry of their 

students. Teachers were heartbroken to hear their students were coming to class Monday morning 

hungry, reporting that they had not eaten over the weekend. Food, including fresh fruit and vegeta-

bles are placed in a backpack for students who might otherwise not have a meal over the weekend. 

All of the funds raised by our Music School students will go towards helping to fill these backpacks, 

which are handed out to students throughout our community.  

Looking for a way to support this project? 

Fantastic! There are three more Fridays 

that you can help! Stop by Save -On-Foods 

on December 6th or December 13th and 

donate your spare change from 3:30 -

4:30pm. 100% of the money raised goes 

towards the Starfish program. Children 

helping children...a win -win situation!  

 

If you are unable to make it to Save -On-

Foods, feel free to stop by the Music 

School and leave a donation anytime dur-

ing office hours: Monday -Thursday, 

8:30am ñ5:00pm. Thank you so much for 

your support!  
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