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We Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas

Students in our studios are getting ready for
Christmas. Some of us are creating beautiful
Christmas cards and some are getting ready to
perform in person for the Grandmas and Grandpas in
our local care homes.

‘What joy and what surprise it was when (they)
opened up their eyes and saw a hippo hero standing
there!’ The Carriage House orchestra received a
surprise visitor on Monday afternoon while singing the
song | want a Hippopotamus for Christmas during
their pop up concert. The orchestra has been busy
rehearsing the past couple weeks for their
performance at Carrington Place later in December.

Along with the Hippopotamus song they are also
playing some familiar favourites including Jingle Bells, |

- Joy to the World and We Wish You A Merry Christmas. !
It is such a joy to play for others during this Christmas E !

season! We are so glad that after five years we are s

e
'

-

e
1 g P i

able to share our music with those in a care facility.

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a
wonderful holiday season surrounded by music and
those you love!
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N— Mark Your Calendars
HANDEL
M ESS IAH Get into the holiday spirit by grabbing your tickets to the Okanagan

Symphony Orchestra’s performance of Handel's Messiah on Sunday,
QLI b cmber 22nd at the Vernon & District Performing Arts Centre. For the
NOEN"I‘MS'S first time since the pandemic, Handel's timeless oratorio returns to the
: B stoges. Along with the voices of the OSO Chorus and four stellar soloists
SIMRAN CLAIRE o ‘ ,
‘ e  (soprano Noémi Kiss, mezzo-soprano Simran Claire, tenor Jeremy
’ Gkaall Scinocca, baritone Gregory Dahl), the OSO’s performance of this holiday

SCINOCCA N ‘
Bl tradition will fill your heart and soul with a symphony of emotions.
GREGORY DAHL

Tickets can be purchased at ticketseller.ca or by phoning 250-549-SHOW.
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|
;
]
|
| The North Okanagan Community Concert Association is proud to present Remi
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Bolduc Jazz Ensemble at the Vernon & District Performing Arts Centre on &
Sunday, February 23rd for a matinee presentation.

Rémi Bolduc is a highly accomplished and respected jazz saxophonist and
educator, with over 40 years experience in the music industry. He serves as an
associate professor in the jazz department at McGill University in Montreal,

. where he has remained a highly active figure on the music scene since his
+./ arrival in 1982.

;' The Rémi Bolduc Jazz Ensemble has captivated audiences with its dazzling

"“’_ virtuosity and with Remi’s connections in the jazz world, we know that Oscar

-..\ Peterson will be well represented on our stage.
2025

Concert Season 2024 - 2025 |
WATENE S
Chance to Support Our Youth

You don't want to miss this concert! Come support
Jeremy Fehlauer, the youth opener for the NOCCA
concert featuring Remi Bolduc on February 23rd.

« Jeremy has studied guitar under Ken Scott for nine
years, and has taken up a position as mentored
student guitar teacher at the Vernon Community
Music School.

He has composed a number of his own fingerstyle
guitar pieces inspired by a range of different
composers such as Gustsvo Santoalla and cultures
such as Italian and Spanish.

Jeremy also has an interest in composing orchestral
music and has composed a pieces for North

Okanagan Vernon Orchestra (NOVO).

Performing personal compositions Mitternacht,
Girl In wWhite and Last Waning Flame.
February 23rd | 2:00pm | Tickets at ticketseller.ca

This concert is a matinee opportunity, and tickets
can be purchased at ticketseller.ca or by phoning

250-549-SHOW.




Music Explorers Marching to their own Beat

This year's program of Music Explorers has started off with a bang! The past couple weeks students have dove deeper into
learning more about rhythm as well as beat. They have also explored melody and harmony through improvisation. Students
have been working on using both hands to play percussion instruments including the drums, djembes, xylophones, bells and
boomwackers. Some of these instruments have also required some fine motor skill work. This will come in handy when they
start exploring different instrument families in the new year. Everyone is in the middle of planning their big reveal for
parent sharing day.

In each class they do a variety of activities -- Explorers usually start with some movement, then work on some instrument
playing usually connected with a concept like rhythm or beat or melody. Then they have the chance to explore the concept
individually or with a partner or in small groups. Explorers end the class doing something all together -- this could be a

' dance, a game or playing an instrument like the boomwackers or bells while following the music.

Excellent effort, Explorers! We can't wait to see what concepts and instruments you explore in the new year!
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Family Jamboree Festivities

This year we are so excited to offer the Family Jamboree program. Family Jamboree is a program geared to children ages
0-8 and their caregivers. By using the framework of musical elements parents and students work together both in the class
and at home to instill core musical concepts. The structure of the class encourages creativity and teamwork through
musical collaboration and exploration. It builds up confidence in students while giving parents the tools they need to lay the
groundwork for their child to lead a musically enriched life. Children in this class are exposed to songs and instruments from
around the world. This class celebrates multiculturalism and is a wonderful way to bring families together.

Thanks to the very generous support of the Community Foundation of the North Okanagan and the Smart and Caring
Community Grant, we have been able to purchase more materials and instruments to be able to offer this program to more
families. Since receiving the grant, we have been able to successfully run two sessions.

Family Jamboree is all about working together and building positive associations through shared music making experiences.
It promotes healthy brain development and building trusting relationships. We know we have been successful when we see
the interactions of parents with their children. We also see this when we see the interactions between families before and

’! after classes.
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Families sang, danced and played instruments together during the Saturday morning Family Jamboree fall session. Highlights from the

classes included move to the drum activities, improvisation games and action songs. The class ended on November 30 with a party
where families celebrated what they had learned with their new found musical friends. )

The next session of Family Jamboree will happen in the new year.



40 Song Challenge Champions

Congratulations to these students from Mrs. Daisy's Piano Studio, who completed the fall 40 song challenge. This is a sight reading
challenge where students learned 40 NEW pieces, playing them three times each. This challenge was a great way to get students

playing the piano again after summer break. Way to go, Champions!
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Calder, Cole, Cassie, Amelia, Alice and Kingston Geoff, Patty and Tracy



Congratulations to Anya

Congratulations to Vernon Community Music School violinist Anya
Massa, for her beautiful performance at the Vernon & District
Performing Arts Centre Society on October 16th! Anya opened for the
NOCCA concert featuring Trio Tangere, and was accompanied by
Paul Dykstra. She performed Concerto in G Minor, op. 26, 2nd
movement: Adagio, by Max Bruch and Hoedown from "Rodeo" by
Aaron Copeland. Her performance was sensational and truly
mesmerizing. The audience was breathless as Anya's intensity during
Hoedown wowed everyone in the room.

Thank you to fellow violin students who came out to support Anya's
big night! Thank you to Anya, for representing the music school so
beautifully, we are so proud of you and are excited to see where your
musical journey takes you.

Natures Fare Receipts N bt | A

Are you wondering what to do with all of your . R I
A WE WANT

Natures Fare receipts you've collected over the

summer? Bring them by the Music School! As part of i . i YEUH RECEIPTS

aising fun

the 3% Club, 3% of the total money calculated on ' grocert
the receipts comes back to the Music School, and in
turn goes into our programs. It's a win-win situation, ‘
thank-you so much to everyone who has brought [

their receipts in!

Since 2019, we have raised $9,462.39 to go -
towards programs throughout the school. Wahoo! 3|
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Caroling Children’s Choir

The Carriage House Choir is up in full swing as
these students work on their songs for
Christmas. Voice instructor Katie Flaherty and
piano instructor Lauren Derksen are working
together to help educate and bring this class
together through music. They are currently
working on the Christmas classics such as Silver
Bells, O Christmas Tree and Carol of the Bells.

The choir meets on Wednesdays after school,
and they are always looking for new members,
aged 7-1I! If you know of any students who
might be interested to start in January, give the

office a call.
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Performing Arts Festival Fundraiser

There is a new Performing Arts Festival in town! Partnering up with the
Towne Cinema for Thankful Thursday, organizers of the Performing
Arts Festival organized a screening of Hotel Transylvania in October,
as a way to raise money and showcase the new festival. Festival
organizers are working on setting up a dance, strings, piano and voice
festival in Vernon Spring of 2025, which will be open to all students in
the area. Registration opens in January and exact dates for each
discipline will be sent out. Adjudicators and venues have been

booked.

String students of the Music School took part in performing at the
screening, before the film started. It was a great opportunity for
these students to perform and give spectators a glance into what

goes on at the Music School.




Music Munchkins are Jamming

Music Munchkins is the place to be for these 0-23 month olds! It's run
by Ms. Katie, and is an introductory primer for infants and their

= caregivers. These child centred classes provide a sensory rich

& experience for infants as they participate in musical stories and songs.
o5 J] Connections are encouraged through shared experiences and

b activities based on rhythm, melody, movement and pitch.

So far the xylophone activity, the parachute games and the shaker
eggs are a hit for these young musicians! We are learning all about
speed and dynamic, and we definitely have some musicians who love
the fast, fortissimo sounds. It is so great to witness all of the singing,
dancing and collaborations that are coming out of these classes. Well
done, Music Munchkins! Way to jam out and foster your love of music!
We hope to see you for the next session in the new year.
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‘Tis The Season

The time for Christmas
recitals is upon us! Studios
are busy preparing for their
annual festive performance,
and some studios have just
wrapped theirs up! Here is
Daisy Penner’s piano studio
at their Christmas recital,
where students of all ages
performed their holiday
piece. Check with your
teacher to learn more about
your upcoming recital.



