
CHRISTMAS IS COMING!
The Carriage House Orchestra has been busy getting ready for
the holidays. They have been practicing their parts carefully at
home and working together during whole group rehearsals on
Monday afternoons. The students aged 3-15 will be performing
at the Vernon Community Singers Concert at Trinity United
Church on Saturday December 13 at 2pm. Tickets can be
purchased at the door or at ticketseller.ca

The orchestra has 8 beginners playing along this year. These
beginner students started playing in September/October. With
help from their teachers as well as parental involvement in
practicing and preparation at home, all of these 4 to 8 year
olds feel ready for their first performance! Bravo!

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA PERFORMS
Our 20 piece Vernon Community Music School Chamber
Orchestra (RCM grades 6-10) under the direction of
Morna Howie, Libby Wyse and Bev Martens, is performing
Eine Kleine Nacht Musik, Tango and Sleigh Ride at the
Vernon Community Choir Concert at Trinity United
Church on Friday evening, December 12 at 7 PM.
Tickets available from ticketseller.ca
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CLAIRE PERFORMS
Claire Weathermon will be
the violin soloist
performing Vivaldi’s Winter
Concerto with the North
Okanagan Community
Orchestra at the
Powerhouse Theatre on
Sunday, December 14.
Claire is preparing for her
grade 10 RCM exam and
has been taking violin
lessons at the Vernon
Community Music School
since the age of four. Her 

teacher is Bev Martens. Doors open at two and the
concert is at 2:30.(Entrance by donation)



MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Join us Tuesday, February 24th,
7:00pm at the Vernon & District
Performing Arts Centre, for a
magical evening with Tom Allen of
CBC notoriety and his presentation
of J.S. Bach’s Long Walk in the Snow.
Definitely unique, Tom tells a story of
Bach’s early years in Tom’s own
inimitable way, and he may be
accompanied by a trio, or a quartet
of musicians, depending on how he
feels. And he may perform on the
trombone as well to add a different
flavour to the master’s brew.
Whatever your musical taste(s), this
will be Bach as you may have never
heard him. 

Tickets are available at
ticketseller.ca or by phoning 250-
549-SHOW.

NATURES FARE UPDATE
Thank you for continuing to bring in your
Natures Fare receipts! As part of the 3%
Club, 3% of the total money calculated on
the receipts comes back to the Music
School, and in turn goes into our
programs. It's a win-win situation, thank-
you so much to everyone who has brought
their receipts in! Since 2019, we have
raised $11,703.25 to go towards programs
throughout the school. Wahoo!

LEARNING IS FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
Learning the violin is a family activity! Check out the
parents from the Suzuki Book 2 group class
playing/sharing laughs with their children during one of
the group classes. The Suzuki group class is a
supplementary component of the Suzuki method where
students learn to play music with their peers, fostering a
sense of community and reinforcing techniques learned in
the student’s private lesson. These classes focus on social
and musical development through shared activities,
teamwork, listening skills, and ensemble playing, while
also providing motivation and a supportive environment
for students and parents to learn from each other. 



OKANAGAN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Another great opportunity! Mark your calendar for Sunday, February 8 ,
2:00pm at the Vernon and District Performing Arts Centre. “Music is indeed
the most beautiful of all Heaven’s gifts,” wrote Tchaikovsky—and his
monumental Symphony No. 5 embodies that spirit in full. In his conducting
debut as the Okanagan Symphony’s music director, Julian Pellicano leads a
program of symphonic masterpieces, including a special Side-by-Side
performance with the Okanagan Symphony Youth Orchestra.

th

Program
Smetana: Overture to The Bartered Bride
Walker: Lyric for Strings
Berlioz: Rakcozy March (Side-by-Side) (Zeena Zaiyouna, conductor)
Verdi: Nabucco Overture (Side-by-Side)
Tchaikovsky: Symphony No. 5 in E minor, Op. 64
Tickets available at ticketseller.ca or by phoning 250-549-SHOW.

HALLOWEEN AT THE SMITH HOUSE
What a truly spooktacular Halloween! For the first time, we had opened up the Smith House to trick or treaters in the
neighbourhood, and it was highly successful! Some trick or treaters had no idea we were a music school, while
some mentioned they have been coming here for years! Given all of the ghost stories surrounding this building, it
seemed apt to showcase it in all of it’s spooky glory. Pumpkins, leaves, and laughter permeated the scene. We went
live to the scene and asked residents how they felt about opening the house and getting into the Halloween spirit.
Let’s hear what they had to say:
“Let’s do it again next year, I loved seeing all of the kids!” - Casper
“I listen to this piano I played in life. Halloween! Halloween was my business; along with charity, mercy, forbearance,
and benevolence, were, all, my business" - Jacob Marley, probably.
“I ain’t ‘fraid of no ghost” - Ray Parker, Jr.
 Thank you to everyone who stopped by, it was great to see you.



OUT IN THE COMMUNITY
Vernon Community Music School students Deborah Snowden, Elise Dobernigg, Mayah Fawcett, and Holly
Lishman were busy last month performing for a live audience at the Bean Scene Coffee House Vernon! Is there
anything better than listening to live music in a cozy atmosphere with a delicious hot beverage? Well done
ladies, thank you for representing the Music School so well.

If you are looking for guitar lessons for someone you know aged 11 years old and up, connect with VCMS guitar
instructor Ken Scott. Lessons are once per week at the Music School. Learn to develop your rhythm and
strumming skills for accompanying yourself, others, or playing in a band! Feel free to email Ken at
kgsguitarstudio@gmail.com to learn more and start playing music that you love - from folk, blues, classic
rock and more!

https://www.facebook.com/beanscenevernon?__cft__[0]=AZXvyl_D1GWFS9xX6mTF_4HqPre13028TLtWM3HsuN2FOAIqIG1hYw5HVAalpVY-MgsskCco4srMYqqrX3SZjOW6w8o2kDW1XmMi-G_6m7nkQ7Rs7Ukxf2FR168bWzw1WRun9zRjm4bKlSssgKMbcizsa-wym-ilSdvP8JHr93pVdYyBkmCVDCEH5e3q7ZqVmtA&__tn__=-]K-R


TEA AND TOUR BRINGS NOSTALGA AND FOND MEMORIES
Our first ever Tea and Tour party this past weekend was a resounding success! We brought out the beautiful
donated china, silver spoons, cloth napkins and delicious treats to a house full of guests as Lori and Heather spoke
on how the Music School took shape and where we are today. They talked about the history of the Smith House as
first a private home, then a Catholic Church convent, the host location for the BC Summer Games in 1982, and then
the Vernon Community Music School. It was a lovely afternoon, watching people with a long history at the school
mingle and laugh about the school beginnings. 

Thank you so much to the faculty and students who performed during the event; listening to music being played
throughout the house was an exquisite and emotional experience. Among many special guests was Hylda Mayfield,
local poet and champion of the school. 

Read her poem below about the Vernon Community Music School over the years. It suits us, perfectly 😊
“Shiver my timbers” the old lady cried
I’m swaying and creaking with age
My plaster is drooping, the lintels awry
But what can be done at this stage?
I’m ancient I know; as old as the hills
I’ve lived a good life up to now
My windows rattle in gale-force winds
There’s a mouse in the basement somehow
Yes, I’ve had a very interesting life
Such a stately old dame am I
The ballroom was my pride and joy
Where waltzes were danced by and by
Then all was quiet with Convent nuns
For several years they stayed
Their music was so quiet and subdued
As they did their good deeds and prayed
In nineteen hundred and eighty two
I had a new owner you know
The wonderful Vernon Music School
With such excited children in tow.
They ran up the steps and practiced so hard
Awakening once more all my bones
I moved around and began to dance
Accompanied by moans and by groans
The building expert came and he ran some tests
From ground up to high steeple points
We need to lift your bottom up
To replace your crumbling joints
I’ve now been given a second chance at life
Thanks to all who had so much flair.
A new foundation, a fresh coat of paint
And much music is filling the air
The pianos are played; the harps are angelic
The cellos sound so mellow and so cool
Sonatas are heard from Stravinsky to Bach
Long live the Vernon Community School.
~ Hylda Mayfield



SONG FOR A WINTER’S NIGHT

Immerse yourself in the December concert from the
Okanagan Symphony Orchestra. On Sunday, December
21st at 2:00pm, Freya joins the Okanagan Symphony
Orchestra and OSO Chorus for a heartwarming concert
of original songs and new takes on beloved winter classics
that celebrate the season’s beauty. This concert began as
a small-town celebration and now welcomes Okanagan
audiences to share a musical journey exploring
connection, memories, and the cozy nostalgia of winter.
This is the perfect event to gift yourself or someone you
love during the hustle and bustle of Christmas. 
Tickets available at ticketseller.ca or 250-549-SHOW.



40 SONG CHALLENGE CHAMPIONS

Congratulations to these students from Mrs. Daisy's 
Piano Studio, who completed the fall 40 song 
challenge. This is a sight reading challenge
where students learned 40 NEW pieces, play-
ing them three times each. This challenge was 
a great way to get students playing the piano 
again after summer break, and there was a 
record number of participants! Congratulations 
to Gus, Tawny, Kaiya, Calder, Briggs, Emilia,
Lyric, Rose, Evelyn, Airk, Frankie, Amelia, Dotun, 
Solana, Adelaide, Kara, Patty, Hailey, Finn, 
Liv, Sterling and Dayla. Way to go, Champ-
ions! Whoop whoop!



YIXIN CHEN
Yixin Chen, level 8 RCM piano student of Stephany
Chappell, performed as the Youth Opener for the
November NOCCA concert featuring Gryphon Trio. He
has been playing since he was four years old, and over
the past few years playing the piano has been his
biggest joy and favourite escape. Yixin performed
Fantasia in D minor by G. P. Telemann and Tango
Callejero by Mike Springer. After performing, Yixin said
“this performance opportunity boosted my confidence
and courage onstage, and has motivated me to pursue
even greater technical mastery.” Congratulations on
your performance, Yixin!

MUSIC EXPLORERS
After a late start in October, Music Explorers have had a busy time learning about different concepts in music.
Students have explored the concept of tempo, beat and rhythm while listening to a variety of different genres.
They have participated in movement activities as well as improvisation using pitched percussion instruments.
Students are now getting ready to create their own rhythm compositions that they will share with one another.
So far this term students have played djembes, many different types of drums, xylophones and boomwackers! In
the New Year students will begin exploring instruments in the string family. 

Mirror activity games to get us watching
and moving with one another. Skills that all
musicians need when playing together. 

Students were excited to use boomwackers
for the first time. They are working on a song
to play with their parents at the Christmas
Party. 

Working in partners to play
quarter note, quarter rest and
eighth note rhythm patterns
using drums.

Creating bass patterns and improvising
using a C pentatonic scale using the
xylophones.

Using hoola hoops as movement props
while learning about tempo.

Using the handheld lollipop drums to
learn about beat and rhythm.


